
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

16th april, 2017 - Sunday of the resurrection of the lord , year a 

 

Next Week’s Readings Apostles 2:42-47  Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31  

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia! 
  Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 
  let us feast with joy in the Lord. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 Papal Prayer Intentions for April 2017 
Young People That young people may respond generously to their vocations and seriously 
 consider offering themselves to God in the priesthood or consecrated life. 

 Jesus comes to save us; we are called to choose his way: the way of service, of giving, of forgetfulness of ourselves.  
11th April 

 

The Word Today Apostles 10:34,37-43  Colossians 3:1-4 John 20:1-9 

THE TRIUMPH OF THE LIGHT 

Once a priest installed a stained glass window in the atrium of the 

parish church. The window depicted the traditional Calvary scene - 

Jesus hanging on the cross, flanked by the standing figures of Mary 

his mother, and the apostle John. The sky was dark and threatening; 

the earth steeped in darkness. Across the middle of the picture there 

was a faint brightness. And in the distant background there was a hint 

of dawn coming over the hills. 

One day the priest was passing through the atrium when he noticed a 

man standing in front of the window, deep in thought. 

“Well, what do you think of it?” he asked the man. 

“It’s far too dark for my liking,” came the answer. 

“I agree with you,” the priest responded. “It is a very dark painting. 

But that is what Calvary was like. The evangelists tell us that as Jesus 

was dying a great darkness descended on Calvary. We don’t know if 

they are talking about the actual darkness, or if they are using 

darkness as a figurative sense, as a way of saying that Jesus, the 

Light of the World, was dying. But one thing is certain: Calvary was 

a dark place. It was made dark by the cruelty inflicted on Jesus, and 

the mockery and hatred that was directed at him as he died.” 

“I never thought of it like that,” the man said. 

“But to get back to the window,” the priest resumed. “Right now 

we’re looking at it at the wrong time of day.” 

“What do you mean?” the man asked. 

“The window faces the rising sun. As the sun comes up, it shines 

right through the window. If you see the window when that happens, 

you’ll see it in a completely different light.” 

The following morning the man put the priest’s words to the test. He 

arrived in the atrium just before dawn, and headed straight for the 

window. As the sun rose, the window was transformed. The mostly 

unclothed body of Jesus began to glow. So did the haloes of Mary 

and John. Every bit of the brightness in the picture was magnified to 

such an extent that the darkness was completely eclipsed. After that, 

whenever he looked at the window, he saw it in the light of dawn. 

Jesus died in darkness. To his disciples his death, especially the 

manner of it (crucifixion), seemed to be the defeat of goodness, and 

the triumph of evil. And that is exactly what it would have 

been without Easter. Without Easter, darkness would have had 

the last word. But because of the resurrection, darkness did not 

have the last word. God vindicated the faithful love of Jesus 

by raising him from the dead on the third day. 

We have to see Jesus’ death in the light of Easter. His death 

may have seemed a defeat. It was not a defeat; it was a victory 

- the victory of love over hatred, of good over evil, and of life 

over death. 

In the Gospel (vigil Mass and morning Mass) we read how 

some women disciples of Jesus came to his tomb towards 

dawn on the first day of the week. They came in darkness - the 

pre-dawn darkness and the darkness of grief and despair. At 

the tomb they were told:  “He is not here; he has risen.” They 

left the tomb bathed in light - the light of the day and the light 

of hope and joy. 

We have heard the same glad tidings: He is not here: he has 

risen.” May we go away from here bathed in light. 

Jesus shared the darkness of death with us - the darkness that 

surrounds all deaths, but violent and tragic deaths in particular. 

He went into the heart of that darkness, and scattered it by the 

light of his resurrection. This means that we can walk through 

the valley of death without fear. This is the hope of Easter. 

This is the hope that is granted to believers. 

 

REFLECTION 

During the course of our lives 

we experience many losses and disappointments. 

This brings home to us how fragile are our hopes, 

and how brittle our dreams. 

Lord, may the splendour of your resurrection 

scatter the shadows of death, 

and enable us to walk in radiant hope 

towards the kingdom where there are 

no more shattered hopes or broken dreams. 
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With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

William Stemmer, 
Allan Hall, 
Carmel Dempsey, 
May Young, 
William Crawford, 
Kerry Christensen, 
Roy Murphy, 
Francis Reed, 
Frances William, 

Angela Pentreath, 
Thomas Stephenson, 
Trevor Austin, 
George Isley. 
Helena Holden. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:    Dorothy Redwood 

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Ted Verryt,  
Mary Furlong,  
Russell Milikins,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald 

Patricia Schultz,  
Brendan Irwin,  
Marie Casey,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh 

Kevin Tobias,  
Maureen O’Keefe,  
Josefina Wilson, 
Christine Longmire 
Bert Youla  
Marie Manning, 
Patricia Ennor 

PARISH MATTERS  PRAYER FOR LENT 
To God who listens to our cries  

we pray, 
For those who live without hope, 

and for individuals and  
communities who nurture hope. 
For those who live with mental  
illness and for those who live  

and work with them. 
For those whose lives are marked 
with sadness, and for those who 

share their joy generously. 
For open and generous hearts, 

during this season of Lent. 
God of mercy hear our prayer. 

Amen 

 

INVITING CATHOLICS HOME 
If you were raised a Catholic and would like to feel at home in the 
Church again, we welcome you to participate in a “Catholics 
Returning Home” program with other people in a similar situation 
as yourself.  In a friendly atmosphere, the six weeks of this 
program will focus on various aspects of the Church today and will 
commence in Bendigo after Easter. 
Enquire now Maureen & Brian 54468821 or Elaine 0400820239 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
Thank you to all who supported our raffle and cake stall. Raffle 
winner was Geoff Gallagher. 

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
There will be no brunch kitchen over the school holidays. Brunch 
kitchen will return on 2nd May. 

ANZAC DAY – TUESDAY 25TH APRIL. 
Catholic War Veterans Mass of Remembrance 
The annual Mass of Remembrance sponsored by Catholic War 
Veterans of Bendigo and District will be held at St Kilian’s Church, 
McCrae Street, Bendigo on Tuesday 25th April 2017 at 9:00am. 
Veterans, currently serving personnel, family members, descendants 
and other interested parishioners are invited to attend. 

BISHOP LES TOMLINSON’S EASTER MESSAGE 
Bishop Les recently recorded his Easter Message in the parish 
church of St Mary’s, Golden Square. The message can now be 
viewed on the Diocesan homepage www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

CATHOLIC APOLOGETICS - THE HOLY SPIRIT 
When: Sunday 23rd April @ 6.30pm 
Where: St Liborius Parish Centre  
Speakers: Denise Ilott & Fr Junjun  
All Welcome  Inquiries 5432 2272" 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP MEETING 
Charismatic Prayer Group will meet at 6.30pm on Wed 19th April, 
at St. Joseph's, Russell St., Quarry Hill, for car pool to travel to a 
healing Mass at Castlemaine.  Contact Denise Ilott 544 11 087 

‘THE OPAL & THE PEARL: TWO KINDS OF 
PERFECTION –  

Exploring Christianity for our times’. Mark Patrick Hederman 
OSB, a monk of Glenstal Abbey, Limerick Ireland. Thursday 18 
May 5.00 – 6.30 pm, Newman College, Melbourne University. 
This is a free event. RSVP requested for catering purposes: Br 
Mark O’Connor FMS mark.oconnor@marists.org.au 0429 694 
707. 

‘POPE FRANCIS & CARING FOR THE SOUL’.  
A seminar for priests, chaplains and those interested in 
accompanying others on the spiritual journey. Mark Patrick 
Hederman OSB, a monk of Glenstal Abbey, Limerick Ireland. 
Friday 19 May 10.00 am – 3.00 pm. Newman College, Melbourne 
University. This is a free event. RSVP requested for catering 
purposes: Br Mark O’Connor FMS mark.oconnor@marists.org.au 
0429 694 707. 

PLANNED GIVING — Thank You 
COLLECTIONS FOR 9th April 

ENVELOPES:   
LOOSE: 
DIRECT DEBIT 

$893.10 TOTAL: 

$440.00 
$228.10 
$225.00 

PASTORAL ASSISTANT APPOINTMENT 
With reference to the advertisement requesting a pastoral assistant 
to help Fr Antony I am pleased to announce that Mr Michael Nolan 
has been the successful applicant. I would like to thank the other 
applicants for their enquiry and ongoing support. Michael’s 
appointment is for a period of maximum of 3 years or until no 
longer required. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
Nominations for Parish Pastoral Team closes on Sunday 23rd 
April. Forms are available at each door of the church. Please put 
completed forms into the relevant designated box. I would like to 
thank all the current members for the support they have given me 
over the past 8 months. 
 
PARISH FINANCE TEAM 
Parish Finance Team will be formed in the next couple of weeks. 
Incorporating the most suitable and competent people to assist me 
in all financial matters regarding our parish. I would also like to 
thank Laurie Fitzgerald, Terry Westaway, Geoff Gallagher and 
John Pallotta for their stewardship in looking after the temporalities 
of the parish.  
Fr Antony 


