
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

25th December, 2016 - the nativity of the lord, year a 

 

The Word Today Isaiah 9: 1-7 Titus 2: 11-14 Luke 2: 1-14 
  Isaiah 62: 11-12 Titus 3: 4-7 Luke 2: 15-20 

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia!  
    Good News and great joy to all the world; 
    today is born our Saviour Christ the Lord! 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm    Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

 Papal Prayer Intentions for December 2016 
End to Child-Soldiers That the scandal of child-soldiers may be eliminated the world over. 
Europe That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the beauty, goodness, and truth of the 
 Gospel which gives joy and hope to life. 

 I express my solidarity with migrants around the world and thank all those who help them: welcoming others means 
welcoming God in person!  18th December  

 

Our Invitation 
Every December 25 a child lying in the straw  
brings us to a stop - and jolts us 
to recognise what is most important in life: 
our loved ones, our family and friends - 
and our loving God 
who holds us ‘in the palm of his hand’. 
 
A good way to carry forward the Christmas spirit 
is to be part of the parish family here at St Liborius 
as we celebrate the Eucharist on Sundays. 
You will be very welcome! 
If you would like to speak with Fr Antony 
or a member of the parish staff, 
please call the Parish Office on 54468235 
We would be happy to hear from you. 
Wishing you and your family a happy and a holy Christmas. 
 
 
 

Sign of the Times 
As a little girl climbed onto Santa’s lap, Santa asked 
the usual, 
“And what would you like for Christmas?’ 
The child stared at him open mouthed and horrified for 
a minute, then gasped: 
“You didn’t get my email?’ 
Wishing you a happy and holy Christmas with God’s 
richest blessings. 
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With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Bishop Joe Grech, 
Dan Dempsey, 
Margaret Barry, 
Max Goldsmith, 
Pauline Blampied, 
Joanne Byrne, 
Elizabeth Hogan, 

Basil Skeyhill, 
Alexander Burgess, 
Stanely Johannesen, 
Eileen Trewarne, 
Elbertus Ruiter, 
Abigail Blake, 
Annie Dempsey, 

Emma Johannesen, 
Giovanni Pianta, 
Mary Brennan, 
Michael McNamara, 
Lucy Cooper. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Mary De Nardis, 
Bridget Stewart, 
Ted Verryt,  
Mikkael Floyd  
Magpulong,  
Doreen Dibdib,  
Lise Cook,  
Mary Furlong,  
Paul Woodward,  
Russell Milikins,  
Jodie Ryan,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Frank White,  
Margaret  
Berriman,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald 

Cynthia Griego, 
Muriel Maes,  
Patricia Schultz,  
Bert Caldow,  
Angeline Caldow,  
Gary Jones,  
Frances Cushing,  
Brendan Irwin,  
Ian Connally,  
Jocelyn Lyon,  
Marie Casey, 
Georgie Manning,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Denis Pommer, 
Mary Salmon Eiffe,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh 

Rosalia   
Van Leuwen,  
Kevin Tobias, 
Shirley Baker,  
Carmel  McCashney,  
Bert Youla,  
Denise Wong, 
Melinda May,  
Ian Johnson, 
Maureen O’Keefe,  
Josefina Wilson, 
Xavier White,  
Claire Dearaugo,  
Rosario Jewell,  
Tila Wynands, 
Christine Longmire 
Kelvin Ryan 

PARISH MATTERS  PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
Dear Lord, through darkness,  

I look for your wisdom. 
I want my heart to be open to you. 

But sometimes in these days, it seems 
that so many things come between us. 

Help me to be awake and aware of 
the radiance you bring to my life. 

Help me to be grateful each day for 
the blessings of family and friends. 

Let me be a peacemaker  
in my own life,  

and in the world. 
Let me pray especially for this  

difficult world and those who are  
so in need of an end to violence. 

My heart begs for this as my  
Advent prayer today.  Amen. 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
We celebrate Christmas at the darkest time of the year. It’s a time 
when we appreciate the value of light. Christmas is a pool of light 
in the inky darkness of winter. 
The Christmas liturgy is filled with references to light. For instance 
the First Reading of Midnight Mass contains these wonderful 
words: “The people that lived in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone.’ 
Light is used here as a symbol of liberation and salvation. 
Mother Teresa told of how one day in Melbourne, Australia, she 
visited a poor man who nobody knew existed. He was living in a 
basement room that was in a terrible state of neglect. There was no 
light in the room, and he rarely opened the curtains. He didn’t seem 
to have a friend in the world. She started to clean and tidy the 
room. At first he protested, saying ‘Leave it alone. Its alright as it 
is.’ But she went ahead anyway. As she cleaned, she chatted with 
him. Under a pile of rubbish she found an oil lamp covered with 
dust. She cleaned it and discovered that it was a beautiful lamp. 
And she said to him, “You’ve got a beautiful lamp here. How come 
you never light it?”  
“Why should I light it?” he replied. “No one ever comes to see 
me.” “Will you promise to light it if one of my sisters comes to see 
you?”  
“Yes” he replied “If I hear a human voice I will light the lamp.”  
Two of Mother Teresa’s Sisters began to visit him on a regular 
basis. Slowly things began to improve for him. Every time the 
sisters came to visit him he had the lamp lighting. Then one day he 
said to them, “Sisters, I will be able to manage on my own from 
now on. But do me a favour. Tell that first sister who came to see 
me this. Tell her that the light she lit in my life is still burning.”  
All of us have experienced darkness in our personal lives - 
disappointment, failure, sorrow, grief, broken dreams. Moreover, 
we live in a world darkened by greed, violence and tragedy.  
Christ’s light shines on us daily. Therefore, we need not be afraid 
of the darkness of the world, because Christ is the light of the 
world. At Baptism the lamp of Christs love was lit in our lives. 
However, we might keep the lamp of our lives without realising 
that the light is extinguished. If that should have happened, 
Christmas is the ideal time to relight it. The lamp of Christs love 
burns in this world only with the oil of our lives. Christmas 
provides us with a marvellous opportunity to make the small corner 
of the world we inhabit a brighter place. 

ST LIBORIUS GARDEN PLEDGES 
Fr Antony announced last weekend a means of remembering 
our loved ones, past and present. It has been decided that our 
loved ones can be remembered by covering the cost of 
certain plants which beautifies the St Liborius precinct. 
Parishioners if they wish, can select one of the fruit tree’s or 
standard roses which have recently been planted around the 
Parish Centre and that shrub will be dedicated to the memory 
of their loved ones. Fr Antony also stated that whichever 
plant assigned to your loved one, he would guarantee that 
whilst he is in residence that plant will flourish and survive. 
Those parishioners who donate money towards a plant will 
be thanked and recognised within the Bulletin if so desired. 
Currently we would like to thank: 
 Brendon Keogh for the mulch,  
 Andy & Tracey Cole (Raywood) - “Seduction” Rose,  
 Kath Parkin in memory of the Casey Family  
 - The Pear tree  
 Sheridan Family in memory of Eileen & Jack  
 - St Patrick Rose 


