
 
St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) 

10th january, 2016 - the baptism of the lord, YEAR c 

Communities 
Growing 
Together 

 Message of His Holiness 
POPE FRANCIS 

For the Celebration of the   
XLIX WORLD DAY OF PEACE 

1 January 2016 (Part 2) 
Peace threatened by globalized indifference 

4. Indifference towards God transcends the purely private 
sphere of the individual and affects the public and social 
sphere. As Benedict XVI pointed out, “the glorification of 
God and human peace on earth are closely 
linked”.[13] Indeed, “without openness to the transcendent, 
human beings easily become prey to relativism and find it 
difficult to act justly and to work for peace.[14] Disregard and 
the denial of God, which lead man to acknowledge no norm 
above himself and himself alone, have produced untold 
cruelty and violence.[15] 
On both the individual and communitarian levels, indifference 
to one’s neighbour, born of indifference to God, finds 
expression in disinterest and a lack of engagement, which 
only help to prolong situations of injustice and grave social 
imbalance. These in turn can lead to conflicts or, in any event, 
generate a climate of dissatisfaction which risks exploding 
sooner or later into acts of violence and insecurity. 
Indifference and lack of commitment constitute a grave 
dereliction of the duty whereby each of us must work in 
accordance with our abilities and our role in society for the 
promotion of the common good, and in particular for peace, 
which is one of mankind’s most precious goods.[16] 
On the institutional level, indifference to others and to their 
dignity, their fundamental rights and their freedom, when it is 
part of a culture shaped by the pursuit of profit and hedonism, 
can foster and even justify actions and policies which 
ultimately represent threats to peace. Indifference can even 
lead to justifying deplorable economic policies which breed 
injustice, division and violence for the sake of ensuring the 
wellbeing of individuals or nations. Not infrequently, 
economic and political projects aim at securing or maintaining 
power and wealth, even at the cost of trampling on the basic 
rights and needs of others. When people witness the denial of 
their elementary rights, such as the right to food, water, health 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Word Today   Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11    Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7     Luke 3:15-16,21-22 

Next Week’s Readings   Isaiah 62:1-5 1 Corinthians 12:4-11  John 2:1-11 

Gospel Acclamation         Alleluia, Alleluia!  John said: He who is to come is mightier  
    than I; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with  
    fire.  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!  

  Let us thank God who is merciful and ever at our side (MV 6).  Dec  31st   

Fr Junjun Corner The Baptism of the Lord 2016 
 

Papal Prayer Intentions for January 2016 

Interreligious Dialogue  That sincere dialogue among men and women of different faiths may produce the fruits 
of peace and justice. 

Christian Unity  That by means of dialogue and fraternal charity and with the grace of the Holy Spirit, Christians may 
overcome divisions. 

Today’s feast of the baptism of the Lord marks the 
conclusion of the Christmas season. 
Baptism for us human beings means 3 things: First, 
forgiveness of our sins. Second, new life in Christ (thus we 
have the term ‘Christening’). And third, entrance into the 
life and community of faith (belonging to the Church). 
Today the Church celebrates the baptism of Jesus by John, 
at the river Jordan (the first Luminous mystery).  
The meaning of Jesus’ baptism however goes deeper and in 
a way different from our baptism. With all the reasons for 
our baptism, we can see that Jesus doesn't need to be 
baptised.  But we would wonder as John the Baptist did 
wonder too: Why would Jesus come for baptism? 
Three reasons: First, to completely identify with our 
humanity and all that it takes for us to be human in the 
sight of God. Second to assure us that baptism is not any 
creation of human person to enrol members to any 
organization or church, but rather that it is  one of God’s 
will and plan for us to enter into life.  As we have heard in 
the Gospel, there is the voice from heaven (Father), then 
the Holy Spirit descending upon Jesus (like a dove). So the 
baptism of Jesus is the assurance for us that Jesus is really 
the Son of God who was anointed by the Holy Spirit. In 
other words, baptism for Jesus and for us too is an 
opportunity to experience the presence and the work of the 
Holy Trinity- the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Third, by having himself baptised, Jesus showed us the 
importance of baptism as the gateway  to life in the sense 
that even he, the life himself has chosen to celebrate this 
wonderful sacrament. By doing this, Jesus also points to us 
the importance of our mission to proclaim the Good News 
to all the world that God wills that all of us enjoy eternal 
life, happiness and peace forever.   
As we celebrate today the baptism of Jesus Christ, let us 
thank God for the gift of the sacrament of baptism, 
especially for calling us to be part of his fold through 
Christian baptism.  Let us also endeavour to know when we 
are baptised  because the day we are baptised- when we are 
born again in water and spirit- that is also our heavenly 
birthday. 
May God bless you all! 
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Mary De Nardis, Bridget Stewart, Ted Verryt, Mikkael 
Floyd Magpulong, Doreen Dibdib, Lise Cook, Mary 
Furlong, Paul Woodward, Russell Milikins, Jodie Ryan, 
Bryan Keogh, Cynthia Griego, Muriel Maes, Patricia 
Schultz, Bert Caldow, Angeline Caldow, Frances 
Cushing, Brendan Irwin, Ian Connally, Jocelyn Lyon, 
Marie Casey, Georgie Manning, Teresa Brandreth, Denis 
Pommer, Mary Salmon Eiffe, Marianne Cuskelly, Mary 
McAdam, Wayne Leahy, Diana Patterson, Frank White, 
Margaret Berriman, Zoey Lovejoy, Gerald Smith, Tila 
Wynands, Rosario Jewell, Rosalia Van Leuwen, Valerie 
Short, Kevin Tobias, Shirley Baker, Carmel McCashney, 
Patrick Holden, Bert Youla, Denise Wong, Ian Johnson, 
Maureen O’Keefe, Barbara Mason, Melinda May, 
Dorothy Stevens, Josefina Wilson, Xavier White, Gary 
Jones, Nora Ryan, Eileen Sheridan. 

With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, 

let us be a spiritual benefactor to each other 

in prayer, especially for the health and  

well-being of: 

Pray for the seminarians of our Diocese:   

Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra & Jackson Saunders. 

Youth Corner  
World Youth Day (WYD): If you are between 
the ages of 16-35 and would like to experience a 
phenomenal pilgrimage to Poland to join with Pope Francis & 
millions of faith filled young people visit 
http://www.cam.org.au/wydvictoria or contact Mary-Anne.   
You don’t want to miss this incredible opportunity! 
Contact  Darcy De Losa, 0409 777 2424, 03 5445 3616, 
darcy.delosa@sandhurst.catholic.org.au   
Mary-Anne de Luca, 0488 665 383, 03 5445 3658,  
mary-anne.deluca@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

 In faith and hope let us pray for 

those who have gone before us 

and those whose anniversaries 

occur around this time. 

Kevin John Kelly, Matthew Flynn, 
Shirley Metcalf, Dorothy Kelly, Gordon Robertson, 
Karl Baumann, Kathleen Bourke, Desmond Park, John 
Skehan, Kevin Mahony, Joe Hoskins, Margaret 
Tonkin, Peter Kennedy, Joseph Ketterer,Evelyn Lynch 

Anniversaries: 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

INFORMATION NIGHT  
Sandhurst Diocese  

‘Journey of Christ Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2016’  
When:  Thursday 4th February 2016, 5.30 – 6.30 pm.  
Where: 120 Hargreaves St BENDIGO 
Steve Green (Director, Olive Tree Travel) will give a 
briefing and Question & Answer time in a virtual meeting 
across 3 venues. All welcome.  
Enjoy a taste of Holy Land wine and Middle Eastern 
nibbles.  RSVP: Marina Scott 5445 9910 or 
mscott@ceosand.catholic.edu.au  

Recently Deceased: Laurie O’Brien 

PILGRIMAGE: 23 Days Holy Pilgr image to Lisbon, 
Fatima, Santiago de Compostela, Oviedo, Lourdes, Nevers, 
Loyola, Paris, Lyon,Turin, Pisa, Rome and/or 7 Days Holy 

Land Extension  starting on August 11, 2016 with Fr. 
Emmanuel-tv (Spiritual Director).  

Contact us ASAP: 0893413079, 089341131, 0417999553,  
fremmanueltv@hotmail.com 

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge  the Traditional 
owners and custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we 
are standing on- the Jaara people of the Dja Dja Wurrung 
community and their forebears who have been custodians of 
this land for centuries. 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Dear Lord, we pray that this New Year  

will bring us closer to you. 

May we take the time to get to know you. 

Help us to truly celebrate the gifts  

You have graciously given us  

and use them to serve you and spread your word. 

May we also see and love You in all the people we meet, 
so that in turn, they can see you in us. 

We know that all human relations take time  

if they are to grow and deepen.  

This is also true of our relations with you dear Jesus,  

With the Father, and the Holy Spirit,  

which must grow over the course of our lives. 

In this new year, let us realize that every action of ours  

no matter how great or small enables  

us to be in touch with you.  

Let us accept you in our lives, in the way it pleases you, 

As Truth, to be spoken, as life to be lived, 

As light to be lighted, as love to be followed, 

As joy to be given, as peace to be spread about, 

As sacrifice, to be offered among our relatives, friends, 
neighbors and all people. Amen. 

~ from The Catholic Doors Ministry  

A Closer Walk With God - Faith Connections for Families 
a resource produced by the Diocese of Sandhurst is 
available at the back of the church. 

Monthly meetings for parish groups are in recess in January.   

Free copies of CARITAS NEWS are available today. In this 
Summer Edition, read stories of hope & joy in Nepal, 
Bolivia, Australia, Bougainville & Cambodia, brought 
about by your support for Caritas Australia.  

 Free e-book for your computer or e-reader/tablet/phone 
Son of God: The Daily Gospel Year C-2 

This e-book, which may be downloaded free of charge to a 
computer or e-reader (or tablet), offers the Gospel for every 
day of this Liturgical Year C-2 (Sundays Year C, weekdays 
Year 2), together with a reflection of some 750 words on 
each daily Gospel.. This Liturgical Year C-2 has now begun 
and will continue till November of 2016. The e-book 
contains the Gospel passages not only for this present but 
for any C-2 Liturgical Year in the future, together with their 
reflections. It may be passed on to friends or acquaintances 
as desired. It carries the Imprimatur of Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher, the Archbishop of Sydney. 
Son of God: The Daily Gospel Year C-2 may be accessed at 
the following address:  www.catholic-thoughts.info/ebook/  

mailto:darcy.delosa@sandhurst.catholic.org.au


 

care or employment, they are tempted to obtain them by force.[17] 
Moreover, indifference to the natural environment, by countenancing deforestation, pollution and natural 
catastrophes which uproot entire communities from their ecosystem and create profound insecurity, ends up creating 
new forms of poverty and new situations of injustice, often with dire consequences for security and peace. How 
many wars have been fought, and how many will continue to be fought, over a shortage of goods or out of an 
insatiable thirst for natural resources?[18] 
From indifference to mercy: the conversion of hearts 
5. One year ago, in my Message for the 2015 World Day of Peace, with the motto “No Longer Slaves, but Brothers 
and Sisters”, I evoked the first biblical icon of human brotherhood, that of Cain and Abel (cf. Gen 4:1-16). I meant 
to draw attract attention to how from the very beginning this original brotherhood was betrayed. Cain and Abel were 
brothers. Both came forth from the same womb, they were equal in dignity and created in the image and likeness of 
God; but their relationship as brothers was destroyed. “It was not only that Cain could not stand Abel; he killed him 
out of envy.”[19] Fratricide was the form of betrayal, and Cain’s refusal to acknowledge Abel as his brother became 
the first rupture in the family relations of fraternity, solidarity and mutual respect. 
God then intervened to remind man of his responsibility towards his fellows, as he had also done when Adam and 
Eve, our first parents, ruptured their relationship with him, their Creator. “Then the Lord said to Cain: “Where is 
Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” But the Lord replied: “What you have you 
done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground” (Gen 4:9-10). 
Cain said he did not know what had happened to his brother, that he was not his brother’s keeper. He did not feel 
responsible for his life, for his fate. He did not feel involved. He was indifferent to his brother, despite their common 
origin. How sad! What a sorry tale of brothers, of families, of human beings! This was the first display of 
indifference between brothers. God, however, is not indifferent. Abel’s blood had immense value in his eyes, and he 
asked Cain to give an account of it. At the origin of the human race, God shows himself to be involved in man’s 
destiny. Later, when the children of Israel were slaves in Egypt, God once more intervened to tell Moses: “I have 
seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters; I know 
their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of 
that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey” (Ex 3:7-8). We should note the verbs which 
describe God’s intervention: he sees, hears, knows, comes down and delivers. God does not remain indifferent. He is 
attentive and he acts. 
In the same way, in Jesus his Son, God has come down among us. He took flesh and showed his solidarity with 
humanity in all things but sin. Jesus identified with us: he became “the first-born among many brethren” (Rom 8:29). 
He was not content merely to teach the crowds, but he was concerned for their welfare, especially when he saw them 
hungry (cf. Mk 6:34-44) or without work (cf. Mt 20:3). He was concerned not only for men and women, but also for 
the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, plants and trees, all things great and small. He saw and embraced all of 
creation. But he did more than just see; he touched people’s lives, he spoke to them, helped them and showed 
kindness to those in need. Not only this, but he felt strong emotions and he wept (cf. Jn 11:33-44). And he worked to 
put an end to suffering, sorrow, misery and death. 
Jesus taught us to be merciful like our heavenly Father (cf. Lk 6:36). In the parable of the Good Samaritan 
(cf. Lk 10:29-37), he condemned those who fail to help others in need, those who “pass by on the other side” 
(cf. Lk 10:31-32). By this example, he taught his listeners, and his disciples in particular, to stop and to help alleviate 
the sufferings of this world and the pain of our brothers and sisters, using whatever means are at hand, beginning 
with our own time, however busy we may be. Indifference often seeks excuses: observing ritual prescriptions, 
looking to all the things needing to be done, hiding behind hostilities and prejudices which keep us apart. 
 
To be continued next week. 
To read the whole message visit: http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20151208_messaggio-xlix-giornata-
mondiale-pace-2016.html 

(Continued from page 1) 

[11] Cf. Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’, 92. 
[12] Cf. ibid., 51. 
[13] Address to the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, 7 
January 2013. 
[14] Ibid. 
[15] Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Intervention during the Day of Reflection, 
Dialogue and Prayer for Peace and Justice in the World, Assisi, 27 
October 2011. 
[16] Cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 217-237. 
[17] “Until exclusion and inequality in society and between peoples are 
reversed, it will be impossible to eliminate violence. The poor and the 
poor peoples are accused of violence, yet without equal opportunities the  
different forms of aggression and conflict will find a fertile terrain for  

growth and eventually explode. When a society – whether local, national 
or global – is willing to leave a part of itself on the fringes, no political 
programmes or resources spent on law enforcement or surveillance 
systems can indefinitely guarantee tranquility. This is not the case simply 
because inequality provokes a violent reaction from those excluded from 
the system, but because the socioeconomic system is unjust at its root. 
Just as goodness tends to spread, the toleration of evil, which is injustice, 
tends to expand its baneful influence and quietly to undermine any 
political and social system, no matter how solid it may appear” 
(Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 59), 
[18] Cf. Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’, 31 and 48. 
[19] Message for the 2015 World Day of Peace, 2. 

Fr. Peter McGrath, O.F.M. has gone to his eternal 
reward on Thursday, Dec. 17th.  Fr. Peter served in this 
parish  in the 1960's.  We knew him by his religious  
name as Fr. Marcian. He was aged 76 and was in the 57th  
year of Profession and the 51st of Ordination.  He had 
suffered ill health for some time and was laid to rest after 
Mass in the St. Francis of Assisi Church, Paddington, 
Sydney, in  the MacQuarie Park Cemetery. A priest much 
loved by all who knew him. May he rest in peace. 

Invitation to be part of the St Vincent de Paul 
Conference in Eaglehawk: St Vincent de Paul Society 
invites local and practicing Catholic parishioner  to be 
part of the re-establishment of Eaglehawk St Vincent de 
Paul Conference. This is a good involvement in the 
Church’s mission to promote justice and care for our 
society. For expressions of interest, let Terry Westaway 
know (54462055), or Tony Spurling (the regional 
director of St Vincent de Paul Society [54478403]) 



 

 
 

CONTACT US 

Office Hours:   Tue 10.30-1.00,  
  Thu & Fri 9.30-5.30 
Phone:   5446 8235 (Parish Office) 
Address:  50 Panton Street Eaglehawk 3556 
Email:  eaglehawk@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

Web:    stliboriuscatholicparish.wordpress.com 

Assistant Priest:  Fr . Junjun Amaya 
Contact Mobile:  0459 356 917 
Email:  junix_ting_28@yahoo.com.ph 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Meersbergen 
After Hours (7pm—7am) Emergency   
Catholic Clergy Contact:  0429 371 253 
SCHOOL    Phone: 5446 9172    
Principal:     Frank Dullard   
Deputy:        Alistair Stewart 
Secretary:    Louise O’Connor  
Chaplain:     Louise Trewhella 

PARISH ORGANISATIONS 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Ex-Officio:  Fr Rom Hayes, Fr Junjun 
Amaya, Frank Dullard, Darren McGregor. 
Members:  Michael Nolan, Cathy Mitchell,  
Terry McDermott, Brendan Keogh, Kathy 
Taylor, Anne O’Brien, Brian Bourke, Trish 
Mudge, Margaret Watson. 

Parish Finance Committee 

Laurie Fitzgerald, Terry Westaway,  
Geoff Gallagher, John Pallotta 

Planned Giving  David Trewarne 

Parish Liturgy Team    
Mary Haugh, Karyn McDermott, Elizabeth 
McDermott, Sandie Westaway, Maureen 
Bourke 

Parish Loss & Grief Team 

Elizabeth McDermott, Jane Bretherton, 
Patricia Angelini, Joan Noonan, Cathy 
Mitchell, Tricia Blanks, Eilis Whelan 

Parish Sacramental Team 

Trish Blanks, Denise Webb, Trish Duane, 
Holly Webster 

Catholic Women’s League   

Mary Haugh, Maureen Bourke 

Legion of Mary  Peg Singe / Anne O’Brien 

RCIA Team  Tricia Blanks, Brian Bourke, 
Maureen Bourke, Anne-Maree McDonell 

Tuesday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Sandie Westaway 

Friday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Anne Trewarne 

KSC Community Welfare Project   
Brian Bourke:  5446 8821 

R.S.J.  Margaret Tobias 

Caritas Project Compassion  Brian Bourke 

Children’s Liturgy  Catriona McGowan, 
Denise Webb (1st and 3rd Sunday of month) 

God Start  Anne O’Brien 

Piety Stall  Michael O’Dea, Anne O’Brien 

  

PLANNED GIVING — Thank You 

COLLECTIONS FOR 2nd / 3rd Jan 

ENVELOPES:   
LOOSE: 
DIRECT DEBITS: 

$1519.70 TOTAL: 

$1137.50 
$272.20 
$110.00 

Mass Welcomers  Lectors 
Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

This Weekend 
6.00pm 

A Kirkwood 
P Angelini 

1st: 
2nd: 

S Westaway 
T Westaway 

P Singe, A Trewarne, 
B Bourke 

10.30am M Dole 
D Purden 

1st:
2nd: 

M Gill 
K Taylor 

P Blanks, E Tuohey, 
N Wright 

Next Weekend 
6.00pm 

P & B Pontell 1st: 
2nd: 

P Bretherton 
J Bretherton 

B Bourke, A Trewarne, 
P Singe 

10.30am M Gill 
K Taylor 

1st:
2nd: 

P Blanks 
D Webb 

M Dole, M Smith 
E McDermott 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

WEEKLY  

Wise Eaters 
Every Monday at 9.30am.                                      
Walk N Talk                                                         
Every Tuesday at 9.30am.  
Brunch Kitchen 
Every Tuesday at 11.30am  
(exc school holidays) 
Euchre Card Club                                         
Every Tuesday at 7.30pm. 
Legion of Mary 
Every Wednesday at 10.00am and 
Every Friday at 7.30pm. 
Vocaltones 
Every Thursday at 7.30pm  
(exc school holidays) 
MONTHLY 

Secular Franciscans                                     
Every 2nd Mon of the month at 7.30pm.  
Liturgy Meeting                                            
Every 1st Tue of the month at 2.00pm.  
Parish Finance Committee Meeting                                                  
Every 4th Tue of the month at 7.00pm. 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting                                                            
Every 2nd Wed of the month at 6.30pm.  
Card making                                                        
Every 2nd Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 
Catholic Women’s League                                                         
Every 4th Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 
BEC Meeting - Group D                                                         
Every 1st Fri of the month at 1.30pm.  
R.S.J. Meeting 
3rd Wed of every 2nd month at 10.30am.   
Bendigo Textile Group 
Every 2nd Sun of the month at 10.00am. 
Contact: Barbara Lomas 0417313760 
Knights of the Southern Cross 
Every 2nd Thu of the month. 
Contact: Brian Bourke 5446 8821 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 

Mon- Thur: NO MASS 

Friday :  9.15am Mass 

Funeral Mass replaces the Mass of the day 
 

Saturday   9.15am Mass  
(St Augustine’s  Myers Flat followed 

by brunch)               
6.00pm (Eaglehawk) 

Sunday             
9.00am  (Raywood) 

                 10.30am (Eaglehawk)               
                 

4th Sunday: 12.30pm Filipino Mass 
 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation 

Saturday:   10.30am or by appt. 

Anointing of the sick  

Please ring parish office or Fr Junjun. 

Baptisms   

Please call in to the 
parish office for a 
Baptism kit ($30).   

Baptism preparation is 
conducted on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 7.30pm at St Kilian’s 
Parish Centre. 

Bookings required.   
Phone 5441 6244. 

Weddings   

Bookings must be made 
at least six months 
prior. 

Please ring parish 
office. 

Life’s like that: 
 

Father : Hey Son! why is your mom sitting so unusually silent today? 
Son: Oh it’s nothing Dad. She asked for her lipstick and I heard 

“GLUE STICK " that’s why. 
Father : God have mercy on your soul son!  

ROSTER 


