
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

15th January 2017, Second Sunday of ordinary time, year a 

 

Next Week’s Readings Isaiah 8:23-9:3 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 Matthew 4:12-23 

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia!  
    The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
    He enabled those who accepted him to become children of God. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm    Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. 

 Papal Prayer Intentions for January 2017 
Christian Unity That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and 
 fraternal charity to restore ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the 
 challenges facing humanity. 

 Everyone can help bring about a culture of mercy, in which no one looks at another with indifference.  
12th January 

 

The Word Today Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 Corinthians 1:1-3 John 1:29-34 

STORY 
Once upon a time there was a beautiful porcelain teapot. One 
day a careless servant dropped it. The lid and spout got broken. 
The beautiful teapot was now considered to be useless and was 
thrown out. For a long time it lay in a refuse dump. Coats of dirt 
settled on it, blotting out whatever traces of beauty it still 
possessed. From time to time people came to the dump, hoping 
to find something of value. On seeing the teapot they would say 
“What a pity it got broken!” It must have been beautiful when it 
was in one piece. Then one day a famous flower grower visited 
the dump. He found the teapot. The first thing he did was clean 
it up. In spite of its brokenness, he found it very beautiful, and 
wondered how anyone could have thrown it away. Then he had 
an inspiration. He would take it home and use it as a flowerpot. 
He filled it with soil, planted a seed in it, and placed it in the 
front window of his house. Time passed. The seed grew and 
blossomed into a beautiful flower. Passer’s by stopped to 
admire the flower, and also the handsome pot in which it grew. 
Sin is not a physical stain that we can just wash away. Nor can 
we take it away as if it was a thing. Sin is not a thing. Sin is a 
condition - a condition of brokenness and woundedness. Each 
of us is damaged and broken. Jesus came to redeem us. He 
considered no one beyond redemption. To be redeemed is to be 
made whole and well. It is to be restored to our original 
brightness through the grace of the Holy Spirit. However, this is 
a lifelong process. We are not things to be repaired. We are 
people, people to be brought back into relationship with God 
and with one another.  
New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies Year A - Flor McCarthy SDB 

TAKING AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD 
When John the Baptist saw Jesus passing by he suddenly 
declared, “There is the lamb of God  who takes away the sin of 
the world.” Thus he pinpointed the essence of Jesus’ mission. 
Jesus was that Servant, whose coming was foretold by Isaiah, 
and whose mission was to bring sinners back to God.  
Jesus is the one who “takes away the sins of the world”. How are 
we to understand this expression? Sin is not an object that can be 
removed from us. Sin is a condition in which we live, a 
condition of brokenness and woundedness, a condition from 
which we need to be redeemed.  
Jesus came to redeem us from this condition.  
There is no such thing out there as sin, that can be taken away 
and disposed of like a piece of garbage. What we have out there 
is sinners. Jesus’ mission was directed at sinners. He came to 
bring sinners back to God. To sin is to stray from the right path. 
Jesus brings us back to God by bringing us back to the right 
path.  
How did Jesus get sinners to change their lives? He didn’t shun 
them - we never improve people by shunning them. He 
befriended them. In his presence, sinners felt accepted and loved. 
It is not surprising that many of them changed their lives. Jesus, 
through his own luminous goodness, evoked goodness in them.  
Jesus befriends us also. And he evokes goodness in us too. That 
is the only way to go if we wish to overcome sin. Evil can be 
overcome only by goodness.  
Through Jesus we have forgiveness for our sins, and so are able 
to put them behind us. When we are forgiven, a load is lifted 
from us, and we are able to go forward freely and joyfully.  
Here the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is a great 
help. It is a place where we can experience the love of Jesus for 
us in our sins. It is not just only getting rid of sins. Rather, it is a 
loving encounter with Jesus our Saviour, who calls us away from 
sin to goodness of life.  
But Jesus does not bear our sins. We have to bear the burden of 
our own sins. We are responsible for them. And even when we 
are forgiven, everything doesn't magically come right for us. We 
don’t suddenly become new people. Our weaknesses, habits, and 
compulsions are still with us. This means we still have to 
struggle. 
There is no once-and-for-all victory over sin. It is a life-long 
struggle. We must not become discouraged when we see 
ourselves making what seems like very little progress. What is 
important is the struggle for goodness.. 
Besides personal sin and personal redemption, there is social sin 
and social redemption. The whole human family is damaged 
because of sin. Jesus came to bring us back into relationship with 
God and with one another. Jesus died suspended between heaven 
and earth, with arms outstretched, so as to gather together God’s 
flock, dispersed by sin. 
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CREATING A CHILD SAFE ORGANISATION 
Introductory comments. 

In April 2012 the Victorian Government initiated an enquiry 
into the handling of child abuse allegations within religious and 
other non government organisations. The enquiry’s final report 
‘Betrayal of Trust’ made a number of recommendations that 
have been acted on by the Victorian Government. 
The Commission for Children and Young People developed “A 
Guide for Creating A Child Safe Organisation” book which sets 
out a compulsory set of standards for organisations to meet and 
to promote and provide a safe environment for children and 
young people. 
Compliance with the compulsory child safe standards applies to 
our parish from 1st January 2017. It will take some time to ful-
ly implement these standards but parishioners will continue to 
be informed of the steps that are being taken to comply. The 
most obvious first step is to display posters in the church and 
the parish centre. 
Brian Bourke 54468821 
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New Year's Resolutions        
1. I will try to figure out why I *really* need 7 e-mail 
 addresses.  
2.  I will stop sending e-mail to my wife.  
3.  I will answer my snail mail with the same 
 enthusiasm with which I answer my e-mail.  
4.  I resolve to back up my 10GB hard drive 
 daily...well, once a week...okay, monthly then...or 
 maybe...  
5.  I will spend less than one hour a day on the 
 Internet.  
6.  I will read the manual.  
7.  I will think of a password other than "password."  
8.  I will stop checking my e-mail at 3:00 in the 
 morning.  

What a Life!  

With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Joe Hoskins  
Carmel Ryan, 
Margaret Tonkin, 
Peter Kennedy, 
Joseph Ketterer, 
Graham Young, 

John Grigg, 
Thomas O’Keefe, 
Kevin Teasdale, 
Lenard Maher, 
Aileen Crack, 
Terin Stewart, 

Margaret Duggan, 
Mary Craig, 
Daniel Fitzgerald, 
Robert Hood, 
Maureen Penno, 
Ellen Beck. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:    Ed Quinn, Carmel McCashney 
   Janice McKenzie 

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the 
Jaara people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears 
who have been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Mary De Nardis, 
Bridget Stewart, 
Ted Verryt,  
Mikkael Floyd  
Magpulong,  
Doreen Dibdib,  
Lise Cook,  
Mary Furlong,  
Paul Woodward,  
Russell Milikins,  
Jodie Ryan,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Frank White,  
Margaret  
Berriman,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald 

Cynthia Griego, 
Muriel Maes,  
Patricia Schultz,  
Bert Caldow,  
Angeline Caldow,  
Gary Jones,  
Frances Cushing,  
Brendan Irwin,  
Ian Connally,  
Jocelyn Lyon,  
Marie Casey, 
Georgie Manning,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Denis Pommer, 
Mary Salmon Eiffe,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh 

Rosalia   
Van Leuwen,  
Kevin Tobias, 
Shirley Baker,  
Bert Youla,  
Denise Wong, 
Melinda May,  
Ian Johnson, 
Maureen O’Keefe,  
Josefina Wilson, 
Xavier White,  
Claire Dearaugo,  
Rosario Jewell,  
Tila Wynands, 
Christine Longmire 
Kelvin Ryan 
Jim McKenzie 

PARISH MATTERS  

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
Brunch kitchen will return in 2017 on February 7th. 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Dear Lord, we pray that this New Year  

will bring us closer to you. 
May we take the time to get to know you. 

Help us to truly celebrate the gifts  
You have graciously given us  

and use them to serve you and spread your word. 
May we also see and love You in all the people we meet, 

so that in turn, they can see you in us. 
We know that all human relations take time  

if they are to grow and deepen.  
This is also true of our relations with  

you dear Jesus,  
With the Father, and the Holy Spirit,  

which must grow over the course of our lives. 
In this new year, let us realize that  

every action of ours  
no matter how great or small enables  

us to be in touch with you.  
Let us accept you in our lives,  

in the way it pleases you, 
As Truth, to be spoken, as life to be lived, 

As light to be lighted, as love to be followed, 
As joy to be given, as peace to be spread about, 

As sacrifice, to be offered among our relatives, friends, 
neighbours and all people. Amen. 

~ from The Catholic Doors Ministry  

HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTON? 

Would anyone who has borrowed (or 
taken by mistake) a Daily Mass book 
from the Church please return it, as 
they are needed for the use of people 
who attend Masses during the week. 
Thank you. 

COME HOLY SPIRIT-FILL US WITH THE FIRE 
OF YOUR LOVE 

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) are hosting 
International guest Ulf Ekman who will be speaking on 
the topic “Come Holy Spirit-Fill us with the Fire of 
Your Love”. Everyone is welcome to attend 
When:  Tuesday 24th January 2017 10am to 4pm day 
 session and 7pm to 10pm night session, child 
 care available at evening session. 
Where: Mons. Peter  Jeffrey Centre, behind St 
 Brendan’s Church Shepparton 
Please bring Shared Lunch morning and afternoon tea. 
R.S.V.P:  Margaret West, Phone -5722 2821 Email- 
margaret.west4@bigpond.com or Brigita Hore,  
Phone- 0412 042 196 Email- brigitajh@bigpond.com 

Weekday Mass this week 
Tues to Friday 9.15am at St Liborius,  

Sat 9.15am at St Augustine's - Myers Flat.  
All welcome 

Carmel Therese McCashney  
Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of Carmel 
Therese McCashney will be offered at St Liborius 
Church on Monday (Jan. 16) at 11.30 a.m. The Funeral 
will leave at the conclusion of Mass for burial at the 
Eaglehawk Remembrance Park, Victoria St, Eaglehawk. 
Rosary will be recited at St Liborius on SUNDAY 
EVENING (Jan. 15) at 7.00 p.m. The family extends 
their warm invitation to all St Liborius Parishioners to 
join them at both services. 


