
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

1st January, 2017 - solemnity of Mary, holy mother of god, year a 

 

Next Week’s Readings Isaiah 60:1-6 Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 Matthew 2:1-12 

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia!  
    In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 
    now he speaks to us through his Son. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   May God bless us in his mercy. 

 Papal Prayer Intentions for January 2017 
Christian Unity That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and 
 fraternal charity to restore ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the 
 challenges facing humanity. 

 Mercy is the concrete action of God’s love that, by forgiving, transforms and changes our lives.  
21st December  

 

The Word Today Numbers 6:22-27 Galatians 4:4-7 Luke 2:16-21  

THE ROLE OF THE FAMILY 
A tree planted in an exposed place is very vulnerable. It is at the 
mercy of every wind that blows. If it survives at all, it will be in a 
twisted and stunted form. If you want a tree to grow to its full 
potential, you must plant it in a more sheltered place. And not on its 
own, but with some other trees. It is vital to get the space between 
the tree’s right. They must be close enough to be able to provide 
shelter and protection for one another. But not so close as to stifle 
one another. Each must have room to grow to its full potential. This 
is a great challenge: how to achieve closeness without stifling or 
dominating one another. 
It is not good for a tree to be alone. And it is not good for us human 
beings to be alone. Alone we are at mercy of cold winds of anguish 
and loneliness. We need ties of love and friendship with other 
human beings in order to become what God intended us to be. This 
is where the family comes in. In the family we have close ties with 
people who accept us for what we are. We have people to whom we 
are special, and who are special to us. We have a clear and 
unmistakable identity. We have a sense of belonging. There are two 
things people suffer from in families or communities. One is the 
feeling of suffocation, of not being allowed to be oneself. The other 
is the opposite - the feeling of loneliness, of not really being 
together. In the ideal family there is both closeness and space. 
Closeness means members are able to provide mutual support. The 
space ensures that they do not stifle one another. Harmony in the 
family is achieved by the practice of virtues, such as kindness, 
humility, gentleness, patience, and mutual forgiveness. These are 
not easy virtues to practice. But when practiced with consistency, 
the rewards are great in terms of peace and harmony in the home. 
No family is perfect, but no better place for raising children has 
been devised. It was by living in a small community of love with 
Mary and Joseph at Nazareth that Jesus grew in wisdom and in 
favour with God and people.  
STORY 
Once there was a mother bird that had a young fledgling that she 
loved very much. Then the time came to migrate. Knowing that her 
fledgling was to young to fly so far, she took it on her back. And so 
they began the journey south. At first the flight was relatively easy. 
But as time went by, the fledgling began to feel heavier, and the 
mother began to get tired. Nevertheless she kept on going. One day 
while they were resting, the mother turned to her fledgling and said, 
“My child, tell me the truth. When I get old and won’t have the 
strength to fly south over the great ocean, will you take me on your 
back and fly me across?” “Mother, I cant promise you that,” her 
fledgling answered. “And why not?” asked the mother. “Because I 
may be busy flying my own children on my back, just as you are 
doing for me now.” In cases like this, its hard to avoid blame and 
guilt. While the mothers’ request was understandable, it was a little 
selfish. One must do what one can to care for one’s elderly parents. 
Our first and holiest duty is kindness towards our own kin. But 
maybe caring for one’s own children is the best way of repaying our 
parents for caring for us.  

NO MASS 

Father Antony will be away from  

St Liborius between the 9th - 14th 
January. 

PLANTING TREES 
Thanks to Elizabeth 
McDermott for helping 
Father to plant some citrus 
and fruit trees in our St 
Liborius precinct gardens. 
 

St Liborius’ garden 
pledges update: 

Thanks to: 
Marg Tobias - Orange 
tree 
Mary Harrison - standard 
rose 
Michael Nolan- Plum tree. 
Brendan Keogh - mulch. 
Sheridan Family- Rose. 
Andy & Tracey Cole- 
Rose.  
Kath Parkin (in memory 
of Casey Family)-Pear 
Tree  

THE CRIB 
The crib has been set up in the Liborius Centre for Christmas 
Eve Mass. 

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.catholicculture.org/liturgicalyear/pictures/7_23_liborius.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.catholicculture.org/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm%3Fdate%3D2007-07-23&h=205&w=185&sz=12&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=jGBM9lcv


 

 

 

With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Chad Ryan, 
Myra Fawson, 
Phonse Daniel, 
John Stockx, 

Craig O’Donaghue, 
Elizabeth Grant, 
Stella Naughton, 
Edwin Crack, 

Gladys Jones, 
Stephen McKindley, 
Emily Reed, 
Kathleen Daly. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:   Sr. Joan Purcell  

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Mary De Nardis, 
Bridget Stewart, 
Ted Verryt,  
Mikkael Floyd  
Magpulong,  
Doreen Dibdib,  
Lise Cook,  
Mary Furlong,  
Paul Woodward,  
Russell Milikins,  
Jodie Ryan,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Frank White,  
Margaret  
Berriman,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald 

Cynthia Griego, 
Muriel Maes,  
Patricia Schultz,  
Bert Caldow,  
Angeline Caldow,  
Gary Jones,  
Frances Cushing,  
Brendan Irwin,  
Ian Connally,  
Jocelyn Lyon,  
Marie Casey, 
Georgie Manning,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Denis Pommer, 
Mary Salmon Eiffe,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh 

Rosalia   
Van Leuwen,  
Kevin Tobias, 
Shirley Baker,  
Carmel  McCashney,  
Bert Youla,  
Denise Wong, 
Melinda May,  
Ian Johnson, 
Maureen O’Keefe,  
Josefina Wilson, 
Xavier White,  
Claire Dearaugo,  
Rosario Jewell,  
Tila Wynands, 
Christine Longmire 
Kelvin Ryan 

PARISH MATTERS  

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
Last Brunch Kitchen will be Tuesday 13th December. 
Brunch kitchen will return in 2017 on February 7th. 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Dear Lord, we pray that this New Year  

will bring us closer to you. 
May we take the time to get to know you. 

Help us to truly celebrate the gifts  
You have graciously given us  

and use them to serve you and spread your word. 
May we also see and love You in all the people we meet, 

so that in turn, they can see you in us. 
We know that all human relations take time  

if they are to grow and deepen.  
This is also true of our relations with  

you dear Jesus,  
With the Father, and the Holy Spirit,  

which must grow over the course of our lives. 
In this new year, let us realize that  

every action of ours  
no matter how great or small enables  

us to be in touch with you.  
Let us accept you in our lives,  

in the way it pleases you, 
As Truth, to be spoken, as life to be lived, 

As light to be lighted, as love to be followed, 
As joy to be given, as peace to be spread about, 

As sacrifice, to be offered among our relatives, friends, 
neighbours and all people. Amen. 

~ from The Catholic Doors Ministry  

 Father : Hey Son! why is your mom sitting so  
unusually silent today? 

Son: Oh it’s nothing Dad. She asked for her  
lipstick and I heard “GLUE STICK " that’s why. 

Father : God have mercy on your soul son!  

THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH 
Words are very important. They can give insight and  
understanding. They can give comfort and hope. They can 
take away fear and bring peace. In short, words can be 
messengers of love. 
Nevertheless, words are a poor substitute for deeds. Deeds 
make words redundant. One small deed can be worth a 
thousand words. 
Antoine de Saint-Exupery, author of The Little Prince, was 
a pioneer airman. His name is synonymous with the golden 
age of aviation when pilots flew through desert sandstorms 
and over high mountain ranges in open  
cockpits carrying mail. By the time the Second World War 
broke out he had become a famous writer as well. 
Saint-Exupery had a great love for his native country, 
France, which was occupied by Germany. Determined to 
help his country in its hour of need he volunteered for  
active service. However, believing that he was more  
valuable to his country as a writer than a flier, his friends 
secured a safe job for him - doing government research. 
The idea of being a detached witness filled him with  
horror. He refused to take the job, insisting that he be  
allowed to fly combat missions. 
“But what about your writing?” they said. 
“If I did not resist with my life, I would not be able to 
write.’ he replied. Then he added, ‘ The word must become 
flesh.’ 
Eventually a compromise was reached. He was allowed to 
fly reconnaissance missions. It was during one such  
mission in 1944 that he disappeared without a trace. His 
small plane is believed to have been shot down over the sea 
by a German fighter. 
We can only marvel at Saint-Exupery’s courage and spirit 
of self-sacrifice. But what exactly did he mean when he 
said, ‘The word must become flesh.’ Words are  
abstractions. They have to be made concrete. You could 
talk forever to a starving person about food. But if you  
really care about him you must one day put a loaf of bread 
in his hand. That day your word becomes flesh. 
Saint-Exupery could have written volumes about the  
patriotism, but what he did spoke louder than anything he 
might have written. His example helps us to understand 
today’s Gospel. In that Gospel St John calls Jesus the 
‘Word’ of God. In his love for us, God spoke many words 
to us through creation, and through the prophets. But  
finally the Word became flesh, in the person of his Son. 
This is the ultimate proof of God’s love. 
Jesus was not passing through like a tourist. No, he pitched 
his tent among us. He became one of us. He joined the  
human family and lived among us. He knows what it is like 
to be human, what makes us weep, what makes us fall and 
stumble and somehow rise and go on again. He assumed 
our nature, made of the same fragile, perishable material as 
ours, in order to show us the greatness of our humanity, to 
show us what it is capable of.  
In Jesus, God is present to us in a way that we can relate to, 
for Jesus in like us in all things but sin. He is brother to us. 
He has made us children of God. From his fullness we have 
all received. In us too the words of Jesus can and must  
become flesh. 


