
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

22nd January 2017, third Sunday in ordinary time, year a 

 

Next Week’s Readings Zephaniah 2:3;3:12-13 Corinthians 1:26-31 Matthew 5:1-12 

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia!  
    Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
    and healed all who were sick. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm    The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 Papal Prayer Intentions for January 2017 
Christian Unity That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and 
 fraternal charity to restore ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the 
 challenges facing humanity. 

 Peace is an “active virtue”, one that calls for the engagement and cooperation of each individual and society as a whole. 
17th January 

 

The Word Today Isaiah 8:23-9:3 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 Matthew 4:12-23 

 ALLOWING THE LIGHT TO ENTER 
Jesus began his ministry under the symbol of light. Matthew saw 
him as fulfilling the great prophecy of Isaiah: “The people that lived 
in darkness have seen a great light; on those who dwell in the land 
and shadow of death a light has dawned.” 
And St Luke has similar words. He says that Jesus came “like the 
dawn from on high, to give light to those who live in darkness and 
in the shadow of death” (1:79). These are marvellous words.  
Normally light is something we welcome. However, in certain 
circumstances we might fear it. Why? Because it shows up 
everything, things we want to see and things we would prefer to 
keep hidden 
Once in America a woman asked me to bless her house. As I 
performed the blessing, she escorted me around the house. I noticed 
that not a thing was out of place. Everything was neat and orderly. 
Not a cobweb or speck of dust was to be seen. 
I sprinkled each room with holy water. I blessed the living room, the 
“den”, the kitchen, the laundry room, the bathroom, and the 
bedrooms. We ended up at the top of the stairs that led down into 
the basement. Seeing me hesitate there, the woman said, “Oh, you 
wouldn't want to go down there.” So I left it at that.  
Afterwards I wondered why she had refused to take me to the 
basement, arguably the part of the house that most needed a 
blessing. Was it that she didn’t want to embarrass me? Or was is 
that she didn't want to embarrass herself, by letting me see all the 
junk that was piled up down there? 
How typical this is. The parts of ourselves and of our society that 
most need to be redeemed are the parts we tend to hide. We don’t 
allow the light to shine into the dark areas of our lives and of our 
society. Yet the dark areas are the ones that have most need of the 
light.  
Every house, indeed every person, has a ‘basement’ area. What can 
we do about theses grubbier parts of ourselves? We should open 
them to the light of Christ. The light of Christ comes as a friend. He 
did not come to judge us, but to save us, to show us how to live, to 
show us the way to the Father’s kingdom.  
Jesus shed light through his teaching, but more especially through 
the way he treated people. Numerous people came to him in 
darkness and went away bathed in light. 
Still, there were those who refused to acknowledge their need of his 
light, and so rejected it. We need to acknowledge our darkness and 
our need of the light. This is why Jesus began his preaching with a 
call to repentance: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand”. 
To repent is to admit our darkness. There is no need to get 
depressed about it. It is a grace even to recognise it, because it opens 
us to the light. To be saved is to have come out of darkness into the 
light. 
Once we have been enlightened by Christ, we in our turn can 
become a source of light to a darkened world. Indeed each of us is 
called to that task. But unless our own lamp is lit, we wont be able 
to enlighten anyone else. 
There is great joy in being in the light. But there is even greater joy 
in being a source of light to others. 
New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy SDB 

CREATING A CHILD SAFE ORGANISATION 
To comply with the requirements of creating a Child Safe  
Organisation, we must promote and provide a set of standards 
and safe environment for children and young people. 
Child Safe Standards are: 
1. Develop an organisation culture of Child Safety through 

effective leadership arrangements. 
2. Produce a statement of commitment. 
3. Develop a Code of Conduct that establishes clear       

expectations for appropriate behaviours with children. 
4. Screening, supervision, training practices of new and 

existing personnel. 
5. Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child 

abuse. 
6. Strategies to rectify and reduce or remove risks of child 

abuse. 
7. Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment 

of children. 
Fr Antony has asked a team of Brian Bourke, Terry Westaway 
and Michael Nolan to co-ordinate the development and  
implementation of the above. 
Brian Bourke 54468821 

Income & Expenditure 
November 2016 
Income 
 Rental Income  $5,137.03 
 Other Services Revenue  $656.36 
 Church Services  $250.00 
 Profit/Loss on sale of Asset  $490.00 
 Donations  $240.00 
 Planned Giving Income  $5,207.60 
Total Income  $11,980.99 
Expenses 
 Salaries & Wages  $3,475.55 
 Parochial Disbursements  $1,925.50 
 Contracted Services  $287.00 
 Food & Beverage Supplies  $249.76 
 Utilities  $1,495.11 
 Insurances  $427.41 
 Repairs, Maint & Minor Capital  $98.34 
 Motor Vehicle Costs  $398.92 
 Property Expenses  $3,180.75 
 General Expenses  $3,046.56 
Total Expenses  $14,584.90 
Net Profit/(Loss)  -$2,603.91 
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With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

James Cleary, 
Bob Tobias, 
Jack Nevins, 
Margaret White, 
Joan King, 
Beverly Zampa, 

Francis Fitzpatrick, 
Judith Pollack, 
Sarah Henneberry, 
Eliza Paynter, 
Edward Smith, 
Maria Quinton, 

Trevie Dineen, 
Ellen Shugg, 
Mavis Bradley. 
 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the 
Jaara people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears 
who have been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Mary De Nardis, 
Bridget Stewart, 
Ted Verryt,  
Mikkael Floyd  
Magpulong,  
Doreen Dibdib,  
Lise Cook,  
Mary Furlong,  
Paul Woodward,  
Russell Milikins,  
Jodie Ryan,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Frank White,  
Margaret  
Berriman,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald 

Cynthia Griego, 
Muriel Maes,  
Patricia Schultz,  
Bert Caldow,  
Angeline Caldow,  
Gary Jones,  
Frances Cushing,  
Brendan Irwin,  
Ian Connally,  
Jocelyn Lyon,  
Marie Casey, 
Georgie Manning,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Denis Pommer, 
Mary Salmon Eiffe,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh 

Rosalia   
Van Leuwen,  
Kevin Tobias, 
Shirley Baker,  
Bert Youla,  
Denise Wong, 
Melinda May,  
Ian Johnson, 
Maureen O’Keefe,  
Josefina Wilson, 
Xavier White,  
Claire Dearaugo,  
Rosario Jewell,  
Tila Wynands, 
Christine Longmire 
Kelvin Ryan 
Jim McKenzie 
Martin Tansey  
Peter  de Lisle 

PARISH MATTERS  

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
Brunch kitchen will return in 2017 on February 7th. 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Dear Lord, we pray that this New Year  

will bring us closer to you. 
May we take the time to get to know you. 

Help us to truly celebrate the gifts  
You have graciously given us  

and use them to serve you and spread your word. 
May we also see and love You in all the people we meet, 

so that in turn, they can see you in us. 
We know that all human relations take time  

if they are to grow and deepen.  
This is also true of our relations with  

you dear Jesus,  
With the Father, and the Holy Spirit,  

which must grow over the course of our lives. 
In this new year, let us realize that  

every action of ours  
no matter how great or small enables  

us to be in touch with you.  
Let us accept you in our lives,  

in the way it pleases you, 
As Truth, to be spoken, as life to be lived, 

As light to be lighted, as love to be followed, 
As joy to be given, as peace to be spread about, 

As sacrifice, to be offered among our relatives, friends, 
neighbours and all people. Amen. 

~ from The Catholic Doors Ministry  
PALMS ENCOUNTERS: 

An experience to share this Easter and beyond.  
A Palms Encounter is an intimate, immersive, inter cultural 
experience providing insights that challenge perceptions and 
deepen understanding. Palms long-term volunteers guide the 
Encounter with our Catholic Communities in East Timor. 
Register now for our 2 – 14 April Encounter and receive $400 
off a 2nd ticket. Call Roger on 02 9560 5333 or go to  
www.palms.org.au/Encounters for more. Real encounter, real 
people, real exchange, real life. 

The LIBRARY LEARNING CENTRE is MOVING. 
We are moving to a more accessible premises at 181 McCrae 
Street – one park at the door and ground floor level. To allow 
time for us to set up we will officially open on FEB 13th.  
From the 23rd of Jan – 10th of Feb we can be contacted via 
email library@cesosand.catholic.edu.au or by phone 
54426108 for special requests as we will be working between 
the two buildings. Sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause.   

BOOK CLUB at the  
LIBRARY LEARNING CENTRE 

We have a great book club that meet during the day.  We 
actually talk about the books (and a lot of other things!) Our 
first meeting for 2017 is on THURSDAY FEBRUARY the 
2nd. This would be a great meeting for  new members as 
we will share what we have been reading over the holidays 
and decide our reading list for the year.  Usually meetings take 
place at the Library but because of our move the first meeting 
for 2017 will be held at the Lake View Hotel at 10:30. For 
more information please ring the Library Learning Centre on 
5442 6108. 

CWL Meeting 
There will be no January meeting. The next meeting will 
be on Wednesday 22nd Feb @ 1.30pm at Parish Centre 

CATHOLICCARE WORKSHOPS FOR COUPLES 
Catholic Care are conducting Life Partnership and 
Relationship education workshops in Bendigo and 
Shepparton.  FOCCUS Life Partnership Program for Couples, 
a program that aims to support couples strengthening their 
relationship. Life Partnership Workshop for Couples, for all 
couples preparing to marry or commit to a long term 
relationship. Relationship Education Sessions for Couples, 
one on one sessions, for all couples preparing to marry or 
commit to a long term relationship. 
For more information please see the CatholicCare flyers or 
contact Anne-Maree Britt at CatholicCare Bendigo on 5438 
1300 or  CatholicCare Shepparton on 5820 0444.  

  

PLANNED GIVING — Thank You 
COLLECTIONS FOR 15th January 

ENVELOPES:   
LOOSE: 
DIRECT DEBIT: 

$1363.30 

$772.50 
$400.80 

190.00 

WANTED - WEDDING PHOTOS 
Aylene Kirwood is compiling a book on weddings held at St 
Liborius Church, Eaglehawk. If you, your parents, 
grandparents, great grandparents - were married at St Liborius 
Church, would you be willing to give a wedding photo to 
Aylene to be included. Photos can be left at the office with 
contact details, or contact Aylene on 5446 9528. 


