
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

8th January 2017, the epiphany of the lord, year a 

 

Next Week’s Readings Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 Corinthians 1:1-3 John 1:29-34 

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia!  
    We have seen his star in the East; 
    and have come to adore the Lord. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm    Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  

 Papal Prayer Intentions for January 2017 
Christian Unity That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and 
 fraternal charity to restore ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the 
 challenges facing humanity. 

 Nothing of what a repentant sinner places before God’s mercy can be excluded from the embrace of his forgiveness.  
23rd December  

 

The Word Today Isaiah 7:10-14 Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-24 

CONNECTING WITH GOD 
Every year when the time comes to send out my Christmas 
cards, I get out my address book. Invariably I come across a 
name and exclaim, gosh I haven’t heard from him/her for ages. I 
am faced with a decision: will I or wont I send a card? 
Most of us have someone like that in our lives, someone with 
whom we communicate only now and again. 
At one time we may have been very close. But, for one reason 
or another, a distance grew between us, and we got 
disconnected. Now we have reached the sorry stage where we 
are communicating only through a card at Christmas. It shows 
that a relationship suffers from neglect just as surely a garden 
does. And a relationship such as I described is not a nourishing 
one. In truth, it has no real impact on our life. We can get 
disconnected from God too. We may have been very connected 
as children, but over the years we got disconnected from God. 
Its not necessary that we stop believing in God. Its just that we 
stop communicating with God. And to stop communicating with 
God is effectively to have no relationship with God. When we 
allow ourselves to get disconnected from God, an enormous 
loss occurs. Life is unintelligible without God. The author, 
Salman Rushdie said, “When I was young, I was religious in an 
unthinking way. Now I am not, but I am conscious of a space 
where God was.” And Pascal said, “What a melancholy thing it 
is to be without God.” A close and loving relationship with God 
is at the core of the Christian faith. Here is where Christmas 
comes to our aid. By bringing us back to our childhood, 
Christmas can put us back in touch with God. Its easy to 
connect with God at Christmas because God seems very close 
to us and very loving towards us at this time: “The Word (God’s 
Son) was made flesh and dwelt among us.” On that first 
Christmas night the lowly shepherds discovered that the world 
may have forgotten them, but God had not forgotten them. 
“Today a Saviour has been born for you.” For them? Yes, for 
them. 
Their lowly lives were illuminated by a sense of Gods closeness 
to them and love for them. 
If we open ourselves to the mystery of Christmas, we to will 
feel touched by the divine presence. An inner peace springs 
from being connected with God, who is love. But an occasional 
gesture, even a big one, will not sustain and meaningful 
relationship. It is the little gestures that sustain a relationship. 
This is why we need religious practice. Religious practice 
nourishes faith and sustains that relationship with God that we 
all need. In his Gospel St John says, “To all who accept him he 
gave power to become children of God.” We are not grains of 
sand or specks of dust, we are Gods precious sons and 
daughters, and heirs to the kingdom of heaven. And Christmas 
also provides us with an opportunity to reconnect ourselves with 
other people, especially our families. This too will bring peace. 

NO MASS 

Father Antony will be away from  

St Liborius between the 9th - 14th 
January. 

A REVOLUTIONARY FEAST 
I’ve listened to learned discussions about the star that led the 
Magi to Christ - what exactly it was, when it appeared, and so 
on. But these are the wrong questions. To put the emphasis on 
the star is to run the risk of missing the meaning of the story. 
The star was only the means by which a great mystery was 
revealed. 
The word ‘epiphany’ means a manifestation or revelation. 
Literally it means a ‘drawing back of the veil’. On this day the 
veil is drawn back on a great mystery, namely, that Christ is 
the Saviour not only of the Jews but also of the Gentiles. 
Christ is now the Saviour of the whole human race. 
The Messiah who was revealed in Bethlehem to the lowly 
shepherds is now revealed to three kings (Magi). The 
shepherds represent those who are near - the insiders (the 
Jews); the Magi represent those far away - the outsiders (The 
Gentiles). This Christ is shown to be the light of people of 
every time and place. This is the theological meaning of the 
feast. 
In the Old Testament the Jews are portrayed as God’s chosen 
people. But his was interpreted in a way that involved second-
class status for all other peoples. This feast shows that election 
by God is not a privilege for some but a hope for all. 
This is a revolutionary feast. It does for the idea of salvation 
what Copernicus did for astronomy. It puts and end to every 
kind of exclusivism. It declares that the kingdom of God is an 
inclusive place. God invites all, Jew and Gentile, to share on 
an equal footing the benefits of salvation won by Christ. 
Jesus own mission was restricted to his own people. But he 
did reach out to Samaritans, foreigners, and all kinds of social 
outcasts. And in his final commissioning of the apostles he 
said, ‘Go out into the whole world and make disciples of all 
nations.’ 
This great and wonderful truth was revealed in embryo when 
the Magi, three Gentiles, came to honour Christ as their 
Saviour. The Magi are the first fruits of the Gentile world 
coming to share in the messianic blessings. 
This is a joyful feast. This is an inclusive feast. We who are 
once outsiders are not insiders. We who were once aliens are 
now part of God’s family. 
But it is also a challenging feast. It challenges us to open our 
minds, our imaginations, and above all our hearts. It is God’s 
will that all people should be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 
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With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Kevin Bourke, 
Katie Place, 
Kevin John Kelly, 
Matthew Flynn, 
Shirley Metcalf, 
Dorothy Kelly, 

Gordon Robertson, 
Karl Baumann, 
Kathleen Bourke, 
Desmond Park, 
John Skehan, 
Kevin Mahony 

Joe Hoskins, 
Mary Kelly. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the 
Jaara people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears 
who have been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Mary De Nardis, 
Bridget Stewart, 
Ted Verryt,  
Mikkael Floyd  
Magpulong,  
Doreen Dibdib,  
Lise Cook,  
Mary Furlong,  
Paul Woodward,  
Russell Milikins,  
Jodie Ryan,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Frank White,  
Margaret  
Berriman,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald 

Cynthia Griego, 
Muriel Maes,  
Patricia Schultz,  
Bert Caldow,  
Angeline Caldow,  
Gary Jones,  
Frances Cushing,  
Brendan Irwin,  
Ian Connally,  
Jocelyn Lyon,  
Marie Casey, 
Georgie Manning,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Denis Pommer, 
Mary Salmon Eiffe,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh 

Rosalia   
Van Leuwen,  
Kevin Tobias, 
Shirley Baker,  
Carmel  McCashney,  
Bert Youla,  
Denise Wong, 
Melinda May,  
Ian Johnson, 
Maureen O’Keefe,  
Josefina Wilson, 
Xavier White,  
Claire Dearaugo,  
Rosario Jewell,  
Tila Wynands, 
Christine Longmire 
Kelvin Ryan 

PARISH MATTERS  

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
Last Brunch Kitchen will be Tuesday 13th December. 
Brunch kitchen will return in 2017 on February 7th. 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Dear Lord, we pray that this New Year  

will bring us closer to you. 
May we take the time to get to know you. 

Help us to truly celebrate the gifts  
You have graciously given us  

and use them to serve you and spread your word. 
May we also see and love You in all the people we meet, 

so that in turn, they can see you in us. 
We know that all human relations take time  

if they are to grow and deepen.  
This is also true of our relations with  

you dear Jesus,  
With the Father, and the Holy Spirit,  

which must grow over the course of our lives. 
In this new year, let us realize that  

every action of ours  
no matter how great or small enables  

us to be in touch with you.  
Let us accept you in our lives,  

in the way it pleases you, 
As Truth, to be spoken, as life to be lived, 

As light to be lighted, as love to be followed, 
As joy to be given, as peace to be spread about, 

As sacrifice, to be offered among our relatives, friends, 
neighbours and all people. Amen. 

~ from The Catholic Doors Ministry  

JOURNEYING BY THE LIGHT OF FAITH 
The journey of the Magi was bold, courageous and  
imaginative. Yet to many it must have appeared foolish, 
even a little crazy. It can’t have been an easy journey. No 
doubt they encountered many difficulties, doubts and  
dangers they persevered in their quest, and were rewarded 
when they finally found the Christ-Child. 
Though the light of a star guided them, they did not know 
where the star would lead them Hence, their journey was 
very much a journey of faith. And even when they saw the 
Child, they still had to make an act of faith. Seeing is not 
necessarily believing. 
Their journey was one of searching and questioning, of fear 
and hope, or pain and joy. The faith journey contains all of 
these elements. It’s not an easy journey. Like the Magi we 
can expect to encounter difficulties, to experience doubts. 
To those with  not faith it may appear a little crazy. We can 
draw inspiration from the courage and perseverance of the 
Magi. 
Another thing we can learn from the Magi - they didn't  
travel alone. They travelled in a little community of three, 
three believers. In this way they supported one another. We 
must not try to make the journey of faith alone. We travel 
with our brothers and sisters in the Christian community, 
and so are able to support one another.  
However, we have one great advantage over the Magi. At 
the start of their journey they knew nothing about Christ. 
We already know Christ, and have encountered him in faith. 
Nevertheless, the fact that we haven't seen him face to face 
means we haven’t yet arrived at our final destination. 
And the fact that we have faith doesn't mean we know all 
the answers. In that sense, we are still searching, still  
journeying. The journey of faith is the journey of a lifetime, 
and in a sense we never arrive in this life. The goal of our 
journey is to arrive at the heavenly Bethlehem, and to see 
Christ in glory. 
 
A STORY 
The mystery of the incarnation is the central mystery with 
Christianity. Why would God want to take on human flesh? 
Why would an infinite power want to limit itself within the 
confines of history and a human body? There is a story 
about a 4 year old child who awoke one night frightened, 
convinced that in the darkness around her there were all 
kinds of spooks and monsters. She ran to her parents  
bedroom. Her mother calmed her down, and taken her by 
the hand led her back to her own room. There she put on a 
light and reassured her with these words, “You needn't be 
afraid. You are not alone here. God is in the room with 
you.” 
At this the child replied, “I know God is here, but I need 
someone in this room who I can touch.” 
In essence the story gives us the reason for the incarnation, 
as well an excellent definition of it. In the incarnation God 
took on human flesh. Jesus walked the roads of Palestine. 
He could be seen, touched, and heard. The incarnation  
constitutes the very heart of the Christian faith. It is a  
mystery of love. No wonder Christmas is such an important 
feast. In Jesus we see our God made visible, and so are 
caught up in love of the God we can not see. 
 

You do know what would have happened if it 

had been three wise WOMEN instead of men, 

don't you? They would have asked for  

directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the 

baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole, and 

brought disposable diapers as gifts!  


