
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

14th May, 2017 - fifth Sunday of Easter, year a 

 

Next Week’s Readings Apostles 8:5-8,14-17  St Peter 3:15-18 John 14:15-21  

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia! 
  I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 
  no one comes to the Father, except through me. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

 Papal Prayer Intentions for May 2017 
Christians in Africa. That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful Jesus, may give prophetic  
 witness to reconciliation, justice, and peace. 

 Everyone has something to give to society; no one is excluded from contributing to the good of all.  
9th May 

 

The Word Today Apostles 6:1-7  St Peter 2:4-9 John 14:1-12  

AN ETERNAL HOME 

It’s impossible to exaggerate the importance of home. But we have to 

go out into the world to know how lovely our own home is. But 

imagine if we had no home to go to. 

Nelson Mandela told of how during the long years of his 

imprisonment on Robben Island he had a recurring nightmare. He 

said: “In the dream, I had just been released from prison - only it was 

not Robben Island but jail in Johannesburg. I walked outside the 

gates into the city and found no one to meet me. In fact there was not 

one there at all, no people, no cars, no taxis. 

“I would then set out on foot towards Soweto. I walked for many 

hours before arriving in Orlando West, and then turned the corner 

towards No. 8115. Finally, I would see my home, but it turned out to 

be empty, a ghost house, with all the doors and windows open but no 

one there at all.’ 

Truly it is impossible to exaggerate the importance of home. When 

things fail, when we feel tired and lonely, there is always home to go 

to. “Let’s go home.” “I want to go home.” How many times, and in 

how many different circumstances, have we heard people say those 

words, or have said them ourselves. Home is the place where we are 

safe, where we can relax. If you know you’re going home, the trip is 

never too long or too difficult. 

To have a home is not just to have a house. It is to have a set of close 

ties with people who accept us for what we are, and who give us a 

feeling of belonging. But in spite of all the buildings we put up and 

the roots we put down, here on earth we do not have a lasting home. 

All we have, as Paul says, is a kind of tent. At death the tent is folded 

up. 

Hence, it is not only on earth that we need a home. We also need a 

home to go to when death brings down the curtain on the day of our 

life. Without such a home, life would be a journey to nowhere. 

During the Last Supper Jesus began to talk to the apostles about the 

fact that he was leaving them. By this they understood that he was 

going to die. On hearing this, they were plunged into sorrow. But he 

consoled them with these words, which are among the loveliest in the 

Gospel: ‘There are many rooms in my Father’s home. I am going to 

prepare a place for you. I shall return to take you with me; so that 

where I am you may be too.’ This means that we have an eternal 

home to go to, namely, the Father’s house. 

For a child home is not so much a place as a relationship of love and 

trust. A child can move around a lot and not feel homeless, as long as 

its parents are there. It is the same for those who have a close 

relationship with God.  

We spend our lives searching for God, and groping our way 

towards God. To die is to go to God, and to go to God is to go 

to home.  

There remains the question of how to get there. Jesus says to 

us what he said to Thomas: “I am the way.” And he invites us 

to follow him. Those who follow him will have a star that will 

not betray them, and a compass that will not lie to them. He 

will lead us to the Father’s house. 

 

STORY 

Young Martin was so tense that he had to talk to someone. So 

he told his story to a complete stranger who was sitting next to 

him on the train. He told him that he had just been released 

from prison where he had spent three years for robbery. While 

there he had undergone a change of heart. He felt he had let 

his family down, and wondered if they wanted him back.  

All the time he had been away, they had neither written to him 

nor come to visit him. But he was hoping against hope that 

they had forgiven him and wanted him to come home. 

However, in order to make it easy for them, he had written to 

them. If they wanted him back into the family, they were to 

give him a sign. 

Their house was close to the railway line. In the back garden 

grew an old apple tree. If they wanted him back, they should 

put up a white ribbon on the apple tree. If they didn’t, they 

were to do nothing. In that case he would stay on the train 

until it reached the first large city, where he would get lost. 

As the train neared his house the suspense became so acute 

that he was unable to look out the window. So he asked the 

man to keep a lookout for the apple tree. The man agreed to do 

so. After a while he touched Martin on the shoulder, and said, 

“Take a look”. 

Martin looked, and there before his eyes stood the old apple 

tree, covered in ribbons. Tears began to run down his face, and 

with those tears all the bitterness that had poisoned his young 

life up to this was washing away. The other man said later, “I 

felt I had just witnessed a miracle. I had never realised until 

that moment what it means for a young lad to have a home to 

go to.” 

Without faith, life is like a journey that leads nowhere. To 

have faith is to believe that we have a lasting home to go to. 
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With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders, Nathan Verallo & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Bill O’Brien, 
John Pianta, 
Doss Harvey, 
George Brown, 
Desmond Ladson, 
Loretto Kirwan, 
Beryl Gillespie, 
Desmond Demeo, 

Christopher Melotte, 
Beven Jinks, 
Maurice Cleary, 
John Keogh, 
Douglas Ryan, 
Geoffrey McHenry, 
John Doyle, 
Joseph “Kevin” Hillier, 

Margaret Goldsmith 
Doreen Hill, 
Christina Devlin, 
Leslie Lobb, 
Bryan Rogers, 
Chris Quinn, 
Thomas “Tommy” Rees 
 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Ted Verryt,  
Mary Furlong,  
Russell Milikins,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald 

Patricia Schultz,  
Brendan Irwin,  
Marie Casey,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh 

Kevin Tobias,  
Maureen O’Keefe,  
Christine Longmire 
Bert Youla  
Marie Manning, 
Patricia Ennor 
Alan Surplus 

PARISH MATTERS   

Youth Corner  
 
STRONGER RALLY 
You’re invited to the next Stronger Rally!! 
Join over 150 other young people for a night of praise and 
worship with Fr Rob Galea and the Stronger Band, games, 
dinner, Adoration and so much more!  
Who:  Year 7’s - young adults. 
Where: St Kilian’s School Hall, Bendigo 
Date:  Friday June 2nd  
Time:  6-9pm 
For more information contact Danii at 
Sandhurst@strongeryouth.com 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM UPDATE 
Fr Antony has appointed the following people Margaret 

Watson, John Pallotta & Michael Nolan to scrutinise the votes 
and oversea the election of the 3 parishioners required to 

complete the PPT, as per the constitution.  
Voting will be held 6 & 7th May. 

CWL - HEALING MASS 
On Wednesday 24th of May there will be a Healing Mass @ 11am 
at St Liborius Church, followed by lunch in the Parish Centre. All 
welcome. If anyone would like a ride can you please contact 
Maureen Bourke 5446 8821 or Mary Haugh 5446 7049 or the 
Parish office on 5446 8235. 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

O God, who chose the Apostles 
to make disciples of all Na-

tions, and who by Baptism and                
Confirmation has called us to 
build up your Holy Church, 

We implore you to choose from 
among us, your children, many 
priests and religious who will 

love you with their whole 
hearts and will gladly spend 
their lives to make you better 

known and loved by all. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

MASS COUNT 
The annual Mass Count is being conducted across the Diocese. It is 
important for our pastoral planning activities and allows for 
comparisons to be made across the years. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Sacraments recommence on Monday evening at 7pm in Parish 
Centre. Children please bring a Baptism photo to share. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS FOR ALL  
ST LIBORIUS 

NEWLY ELECTED GROUPS 
 

Parish Pastoral Team - Tuesday 16th May at 7.30pm 
 
Parish Finance Team - Wednesday 17th May at 7.30pm 
 
Consultants Team - Thursday 18th May at 7.30pm 
 
All meetings to be held in the Parish Centre. Can all members 
involved please confirm attendance to either Fr Antony or Tracy 
prior to the meeting 

New Planned Giving Envelopes are available  
to be picked up from the back of the church. 

PRAYER/REFLECTION 

For Jesus, to die was to return to the Father  

from whom he had come. 

In other words, it was to go home. 

So it is with us. When we die,  

we do not so much go to God as return to him. 

Like homesick cranes flying night and day back to their mountain 

nests, 

let all our life take its voyage to you, O Lord, 

for you have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts will never rest until they rest in you. 

MOTHERS DAY 
Wishing all our mother’s a very happy 

Mothers day. 



 OUR SCHOOLS BENDIGO  & DIOCESAN MATTERS 

MARIST COLLEGE 
On Monday 1st May our College was on show to the broader 
community. Nothing on display was created especially for the 
evening and visitors were able to view normal learning activities 
and speak to students, staff and parents. 200 families visit us and 
the comments as they left were overwhelmingly positive. They 
liked our wonderful facilities and were surprised how spacious and 
beautiful they were. Their greatest praise was for our students. 
Many of the visitors commented on the respectful, articulate 
students they had met. One father’s comment summed up many of 
the comments when he said to me “I wanted one of the staff to 
explain what was going on but they didn’t get a chance. The 
students were so keen to explain everything about their learning 
and they spoke so well”. In wandering around during the evening I 
also enjoyed the obvious sense of community we have at Marist. 
Thank you to everyone involved in creating this community which 
we seemed to so naturally to display on Monday. 
Outward bound - I have listened to many stor ies this week 
about the experiences of our Year 9 students. There is no doubt 
the weather created some real challenges. There is also no doubt 
that there were many enjoyable moments of discovery and 
learning. It is interesting how many stories centre around the 
moments of real challenge. Two places which often feature in the 
stories are the top of the abseiling and the dark arrival at a 
campsite. In both places our students faced doubt and fear. Both 
situations ended in achievement and an increased self belief. I like 
that these are the stories our students remember and choose to 
retell. There were also many stories about students discovering 
skills that other students have which they had not realized. Many 
stories began with: “you should have seen how good so and so was 
at …” or “ I really enjoyed spending time with …”.  
Representing Marist - Congratulations to Tijana James, Holi 
Campbell and Abby Kilby represented Marist in the North Eastern 
Interschool Team Challenge. All girls achieved some personal 
bests and showed great team spirit, supporting each other 
throughout the weekend. They came 7th overall. Highlights were 
Holi taking out Champion in dressage and Tijana taking out 
Reserve Champion in show jumping. 
Darren McGregor - Principal 

ST LIBORIUS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents and Friends of St Liborius,  
Mothers Day - I would like to wish all the Mothers out there a 
wonderful Mother’s day this Sunday. Thank you for the amazing 
job you do for your loved ones.  
Catholic Education Week - Next Monday we begin Catholic 
Education Week in the Sandhurst Diocese. St Liborius Catholic 
primary school belongs to St Liborius parish and is a vital part of 
the parish community as well as a significant presence in the local 
community. As a welcoming school community St Liborius 
provides an inclusive and safe environment focused on your child’s 
well being, achievement, challenge, creativity and enjoyment.  
With highly qualified and caring teachers committed to the practice 
and celebration of Christian values, St Liborius provides religious 
education and opportunities for faith development in a community 
where prayer and sacramental celebrations are integral to life. 
Students are encouraged to engage in civic and public life, 
involving community service and working for social justice.  
Our school encourages parent involvement, so that together we can 
create an environment of mutual respect, ensure timely and 
effective communication and enable participation in consultation 
on matters of parental concern.  
Fire Carriers - The whole school came together  on Monday for  
our Reconciliation liturgy where students were commissioned as 
Fire Carriers. These Fire Carriers will then represent St Liborius at 
the Diocesan Reconciliation Mass in the Sacred Heart Cathedral 
next Friday 19th May. Within the classrooms, students and teachers 
continue to celebrate the wonderful things that happen in our 
catholic school. Congratulations go to Taryn Boxshall, Makayla 
Watts, Keira Stevens, Amber Cole, Charlize Clark, Ava Francis, 
Brigid McGowan, Emerson Snell and Grace Martin on becoming 
our latest FIRE Carriers at St Liborius.  
Work Experience - Thank you to Ella Holden who enjoyed her  
week of work experience and was of great assistance to the Prep 
team. This week is the last for 2 of our student teachers, Jake 
MacKinnon and Carrie Hammet. We wish both students all the 
very best for their future studies and hope that their experience at St 
Liborius has enhanced their future career.  
Channel 9 - Last Fr iday we had Channel 9 News visit with their  
reporters and cameras to do a piece on the generous donation by the 
McKern Foundation who supply us with our Friday Fruit break. 
Our school captains did a great job in front of the camera and came 
across beautifully when interviewed. The segment will be screened 
some time this week on 9 News which will include a number of 
shots of the Prep children receiving the fruit platters in their 
learning areas.  
NAPLAN - Congratulations to all the Yr  3 & 5 children who 
are sitting the National Assessment Program Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing this week. All schools across the 
nation will be conducting this testing at the same time this week.  
Welcome back - Welcome back to Karen Signorotto this week 
who is back from long service leave, having spent time away 
camping around Australia with the family. Thanks to Kathy 
Connors for her work over the last 3 weeks in Yr 1/2 KS.  
Cross Country - All the very best to the children representing 
St Liborius at the Divisional Cross Country on Friday. The children 
will run either 2km or 3km around the Bendigo Race Course, 
depending on their age. Thank you Georgia Turville for all her 
organisation for the day. 
Federal Funding -Last night the commonwealth government 
announced major reform of federal education funding which 
according to the Catholic Education Commission will result in cuts 
to catholic education funding across Australia. As a catholic 
community I ask parents and friends of St Liborius to be attentive 
to the commentary around this issue and the impact it will have on 
our school community and Catholic Education as a whole. Thank 
you to those parents who sent through correspondence to Lisa 
Chesters MP last week.  
Annie Production - the children and staff are busily rehearsing 
for the production as well as finalising costumes, props and 
choreography. Keep it going everyone. 
Have a fantastic week  
Frank Dullard - Principal 

YOUNG ADULT 18+ BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
A Young Adult 18+ Bible Study Group is being held on  
When: Wednesday 24th May  
Fr Rob Galea - St Kilian's Youth Centre at 7pm. This is a great 
opportunity to deepen your faith.  For further information please 
email:  stkilians@sandhurst.catholic.org.au   
Second meeting is 14th June. 

CATHOLIC COLLEGE BENDIGO ENROLMENT 
INTERVIEW 

Enrolments for Year 7, 2018 are now open you can book your 
enrolment interview now by visiting www.schoolinterviews.com.au 
and enter the code p2fpt.  Principal’s Tours Catholic College 
Bendigo, La Valla Campus (Years 7 – 9) at 9am, 1st June & 3rd 
August or call to arrange a tour.  Enrolments for Year 7, 2018 are 
now due.  Please contact Mrs Trish Martin, College Registrar to 
request an enrolment form. Phone 5449 3466 or email 
tmartin@ccb.vic.edu.au 

CRAFT LOVERS at the LIBRARY LEARNING CENTRE 
Please bring you UFOs or help us sew 
baby blankets for East Timor. Enjoy a 
cuppa, chat and some fun at the Library  
When: Wednesday 17th of May 
Time: 1:30 – 3:00pm.  
We will meet each fortnight. The dates 
for May and June are; 17th of May, 31st 
May, 14th of June & 28th June.  
Library Learning Centre 181 McCrae 
Street Bendigo  
Phone : 54426108   Email : 
library@ceosand.catholic.edu.au 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF  
JOSEPH CARDINAL CARDIJN 

July 24 is the 50th Anniversary of the Death of Joseph Cardinal 
Cardijn the founder of the YCW. The Movement was introduced to 
the Diocese via the Parish of St Kilian. It is proposed to celebrate 
Mass at St Kilian’s. 
When: Monday July 24 at 6.00pm. 
All former NCGM/YCW members are welcome. BRING YOUR 
memorabilia. Some may desire to talk on or go to dinner. Ideas are 
welcome, but nothing is set in concrete except the Mass.  
Contact Margaret Harrison. (5443-3996) or Monsignor Frank 
Marriott. (5441-7980) 



 
 

 
 

CONTACT US 
Office Hours: Tue  10.30am-1.00pm 
 Wed/Thu  10.30am-2.30pm
 Fri   10.00am-3.00pm 

Phone:   5446 8235 (Parish Office) 
Address:  50 Panton Street Eaglehawk 3556 
Email:  eaglehawk@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

Web:    stliboriuscatholicparish.wordpress.com 

Parish Priest: Fr. Antony Joseph 
Mobile:  0407 708 895 
Email  antonypedi@gmail.com 
Parish Secretary:  Tracy Rober ts 
Pastoral Assistant: Michael Nolan 
After Hours (7pm—7am) Emergency   
Catholic Clergy Contact:  0429 371 253 
SCHOOL    Phone: 5446 9172    
Principal:     Frank Dullard   
Deputy:        Alistair Stewart 
Secretary:    Louise O’Connor  
Chaplain:     Louise Trewhella 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
Parish Pastoral Council 

Ex-Officio:  Fr Antony Joseph, Frank 
Dullard. Members:   

 

Parish Finance Committee 

 

Planned Giving  David Trewarne 

Parish Liturgy Team   Mary Haugh, 
Elizabeth McDermott, Sandie Westaway, 
Maureen Bourke, Terry Westaway 

Parish Loss & Grief Team 

Elizabeth McDermott, Jane Bretherton, 
Patricia Angelini, Joan Noonan, Cathy 
Mitchell, Tricia Blanks, Eilis Whelan 

Parish Sacramental Team  Denise Webb, 
Jenny Chirgwin, Holly Webster, Claire 
Flood & Trish Blanks  

Catholic Women’s League   

Mary Haugh, Maureen Bourke 

Legion of Mary  Anne O’Brien 

RCIA Team  Tricia Blanks, Brian Bourke, 
Maureen Bourke, Anne-Maree McDonell 

Tuesday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Sandie Westaway 

Friday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Liz McDermott 

KSC Community Welfare Project   
Brian Bourke:  5446 8821 

R.S.J.  Margaret Tobias 

Caritas Project Compassion  Brian Bourke 

Children’s Liturgy  Denise Webb & Natalie 
Duane  (1st and 3rd Sunday of month) 

God Start  Anne O’Brien  

Piety Stall  Michael O’Dea, Anne O’Brien 

Child Safety Brian Bourke, Terry 
McDermott 

  

PLANNED GIVING — Thank You 
COLLECTIONS FOR 7th May 

ENVELOPES:   
LOOSE: 
DIRECT DEBIT 

$1373.90 TOTAL: 

$916.50 
$272.40 
$185.00 

Mass Welcomers  Lectors 
Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

This Weekend 
6.00pm 

A Kirkwood 
P Angelini 

1st: 
2nd: 

S Westaway 
B O’Brien 

T Westaway 
A Trewarne 

10.30am M Gill 
K Taylor 

1st:
2nd: 

P Blanks 
D Webb 

C Giri 
E Tuohey 

Next Weekend 
6.00pm 

P & B Pontell 1st: 
2nd: 

J Bretherton 
P Bretherton 

B Bourke 
P Singe 

10.30am M Dole 
D Purden 

1st:
2nd: 

M Gill 
K Taylor 

M Smith 
C Paton 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

WEEKLY  

Wise Eaters 

Every Monday at 9.30am.                                      

Walk N Talk                                                         

Every Tuesday at 9.30am.  

Brunch Kitchen 

Every Tuesday at 11.30am (exc school holidays) 

Vocaltones 

Every Thursday at 7.30pm (exc school holidays) 

Parish Sacramental Team 

Every Tuesday at 7.00pm 

Mothers Prayer  

Every Friday 10.00am till 11.00 

 

MONTHLY 

Secular Franciscans                                     
Every 2nd Mon of the month at 7.30pm.  
Liturgy Meeting                                            
Every 1st Tue of the month at 1.30pm.  
Parish Finance Committee Meeting                                                  
Every 4th Tue of the month at 7.30pm. 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting                                                            
Every 2nd Wed of the month at 6.30pm.  
Card making                                                        
Every 2nd Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 
Catholic Women’s League                                                         
Every 4th Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 
BEC Meeting - Group D                                                         
Every 1st Fri of the month at 1.30pm.  
R.S.J. Meeting 
3rd Wed of every 2nd month at 10.30am.   
Bendigo Textile Group 
Every 2nd Sun of the month at 10.00am. 
Contact: Barbara Lomas 0417313760 
Knights of the Southern Cross 
Every 2nd Thu of the month. 
Contact: Brian Bourke 5446 8821 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 

Mon   6pm Mass 
Tues - Friday      9:15am Mass 

P.S. Funeral Mass replaces the Mass of the day 

        
Saturday    9.15am Mass  
                 (St Augustine’s  Myers Flat-  
  followed by brunch)               
    6.00pm (Parish) 
 
Sunday            9.00am  (Raywood) 
                            10.30am (Parish) 
  4.00pm Sunday School 
 

  5.30pm Syro Malabar 
  Rite Mass at St Francis 
  Xavier’s Church, 
  24 Strickland Road 
                 
 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation 

Everyday of the week 40mins prior to 
Mass except on Sunday. 

Anointing of the sick  

Please ring parish office. 

Baptisms   

Please call in to the parish 
office for a Baptism kit ($30).   

Baptism preparation is 
conducted on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 7.30pm at St Kilian’s 
Parish Centre. 

Bookings required. Phone 5441 6244. 

Weddings   

Bookings must be made 
at least six months prior. 

Please ring parish office. 

ROSTERS 

What a Life! 
A farmer and his pig were driving down the road when a cop pulled him over. The cop asked the 

farmer “Didn’t you know its against the law to ride with a pig in the front of your truck?” 

The farmer replied, “No, I didn’t know that.” The cop asked the farmer where he was going and he 
said “To Memphis”. 

The cop said, “I will let you off the hook this time if you promise to take the pig to the zoo when you 
get to Memphis.” So the farmer promised he would. 

Several days later the cop spotted the farmer with the pig driving down the road and he pulled him 
over again. The cop said “Ï thought I told you to take this pig to the zoo when you got to Memphis.” 

The farmer replied Ï did and we had so much fun, I’m taking him to King Island now”. 


