
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

10th December, SECOND Sunday of advent - year b 

 

Next Week’s Readings Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11  Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8,19-28  

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia! 
  Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
  all people shall see the salvation of God. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.  

 Papal Prayer Intentions for December 2017 
The Elderly That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply their  
 wisdom and experience to spreading the faith and forming the new generations. 

 Every person is unique and unrepeatable. Let us ensure the disabled are always welcomed by the communities in which 
they live. 3rd December 

 

The Word Today Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11  2nd Peter 3:8-14   Mark 1:1-8  

THE GREATNESS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
I went out for an early walk on a cold but bright winter’s morning. 
The sun had just come up and was scattering light to the four corners 
of the sky. As I walked along I noticed that the moon too was in the 
sky. But it was so pale compared to the sun that I could barely see it. 
An hour or so ago, it was a bright and beautiful creature, and 
dominated the sky. Now it looked like a beggar, and had been pushed 
into the background. It was like a candle made redundant by electric 
light. But as I looked at it, it suddenly occurred to me that it was this 
ragged creature whose faithful light had seen people through the 
darkness of the night. 
The moon reminds us of the Old Testament prophets, who had kept 
alive the hopes of the people during the long night of expectation. It 
was thanks to them that the flame never went out. 
John the Baptist was the last and greatest of these. He worked hard to 
bring his own light to the people. For a while he dominated the scene, 
and enjoyed great popularity. But he was always conscious that a 
greater light was coming. 
When the light appeared in the person of Jesus, John knew that his 
task was done. He didn’t hinder or seek to delay the advent of the 
new light. On the contrary, he welcomed it, and facilitated it. We can 
learn from John. 

1. We can learn from his commitment to the task God gave him. 
He devoted himself heart and soul to that task. 

2. We can learn from the kind of life he lived. It was a life of 
self-discipline and self-sacrifice. He was a living example of 
what he preached. This made him a credible witness for Jesus. 

3. We can learn from his humility. He recognised that Jesus was 
more important than he was. He was only the moon; Jesus was 
the sun. He stepped aside and allowed Jesus to shine. That 
took greatness. Later, Jesus recognised the greatness of John 
and acknowledged the debt he owed to him. 

4. We can learn from his generosity of spirit. He was inviting 
people to a feast, knowing he himself would not sit at the 
table. 

5. And we can learn from his courage. He died a martyr’s death, 
his last and greatest act of witness to Jesus. 

In John we see commitment, self-discipline, self-sacrifice, humility, 
generosity of spirit, and courage. These are great virtues. Virtues like 
these build a Christian character. 
John encourages all those unselfish people who sacrifice themselves 
in order to give others a brighter future. To make way for another 
person is not easy. Indeed, it calls for a kind of dying to self. Some 
people, even great and holy people, spoil things by holding on too 
long to the reins of power. 
Parents spend the best years of their lives preparing the way for their 

children, in the sense of opening them to life. But there comes 
a time when they have to withdraw so that their children can 
come into their own. 
All of us are tempted to hug the limelight. Inadvertently 
perhaps we relegate others to the shadows. As a result, people 
feel oppressed, and a lot of light is lost to the world. We must 
try to shine to the best of our ability, while being careful not to 
block the path for others. And we must be conscious of the 
debt we owe to others who prepared the way for us. 
Jesus is the light of the world. To those disciples who saw and 
recognised his light he said: “I tell you, many prophets and 
holy men longed to see what you see, and didn’t see it”. 
Jesus opened the way to salvation for all of us. We must strive 
to walk in his light and avoid being a source of darkness to 
anyone. 
New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies - Flor McCarthy SDB 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
Sunday 24th December  

Normal Sunday Mass 
 

Christmas Eve  

7.00pm Mass at Liborius Centre  

Christmas Mass 

 

Christmas Day - Monday 25th Dec 

9.00am                 Raywood 

10.30am               St Liborius 

 

Sunday 31st December  

Normal Sunday Mass 

 

New Years Eve 

7.00pm                 St Liborius  

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.catholicculture.org/liturgicalyear/pictures/7_23_liborius.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.catholicculture.org/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm%3Fdate%3D2007-07-23&h=205&w=185&sz=12&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=jGBM9lcv


 

 

 

With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders, Nathan Verallo & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Suzanne Leech, 
Harold Calvert, 
Norma White, 
Marion Cole, 
Grampo Natalli, 
Theresa Doolan, 
Mary Appleby, 
Fr Donal O’Neill. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:    John Fowler 

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Ted Verryt,  
Mary Furlong,  
Russell Milikins,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald, 

Patricia Schultz,  
Marie Casey,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh, 
Kevin Stevens 

Maureen O’Keefe,  
Christine Longmire, 
Elaine Walsh, 
Patricia Ennor, 
Alan Surplice, 
Mary Taylor, 
Bert & Angelini 
Caldow 

***** SCHOOL HOLIDAYS ***** 
MOTHERS PRAYERS 

No Mothers prayers at the Parish Centre during the school holidays 
22nd December - 2nd February.  

Will resume again on Friday 9th February at 10am. 

PARISH MATTERS 

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
Please note the last Brunch Kitchen for this year will be on 
Tuesday 12th December. Brunch Kitchen will recommence  

on the 6th February 2018.  
To all our clients & helpers wishing you a Merry Christmas. 

  

 

 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT  
Dear Lord, through darkness, 

I look for your wisdom. 
I want my heart to be open to you. 

But sometimes in these days, it seems 
that so many things come between us. 
Help me to be awake and aware of the 

radiance you bring to my life. 
Help me to be grateful each day for 
the blessings of family and friends. 
Let me be a peacemaker in my own 

life, 
and in the world. 

Let me pray especially for this 
difficult world and those who are 
so in need of an end to violence. 

My heart begs for this as my 
Advent prayer today.   

Amen. 

ST LIBORIUS PIETY SHOP 
Opening Times: 

Sunday- Before  & after 10.30am Mass 
Saturday- Before & after 6.00pm Mass 

Orders -Tracy @ Parish Centre 5446 8235 
After Hours sales - Anne 0447 390 162 

ST LIBORIUS 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

IS ON AGAIN 
 

When:   Christmas Day  
  25th Dec, 12 – 2pm  
Where:   Parish Centre,  
  50 Panton Street, Eaglehawk 
Christmas day is the day when no one should be alone. So if 
you know of anyone who may be in this situation please 
spread the word that all are welcome to come and participate. 
Please give name, contact number (and address if transport 
needed) to Tracy at Parish Office 5446 8235. 

RECIPE FOR SCOTTS FRUIT CAKE (CWL MEMBER) 
Ingredients: 
8oz Flour 
4 oz Butter 
4 oz Sugar 
8 oz Currants 
8oz Sultanas 
4oz Mixed Peel 
4 eggs 
1 tsp Mixed Spice 
 
Method: 
1. Place butter and sugar in a saucepan on the stove. 
2. Melt butter and while butter is melting prepare fruit. 
3. Take Scott’s hand out of the fruit and take the fruit out of his 

hand! 
4. Re-weigh the fruit and replace what is now in Scott’s mouth. 
5. Place fruit in saucepan with butter and sugar. 
6. Take Scott to bathroom to wash flour from his hands and face. 
7. Sweep flour off kitchen floor and wipe down benches. 
8. Weigh another 8oz flour preferably not off the floor. 
9. Go to supermarket and replace flour washed from Scott’s hair. 
10. Sift Flour with mixed spice into large bowl. 
11. Whoops!!! Knocked to the floor by you know who! 
12. Two small bowls will have to do. 
13. Sweep up broken bowl. 
14. Run Scott back to bathroom to wash off butter, sugar and fruit 

that WAS in the saucepan. 
15. While he is in the bath, clean up the kitchen, put everything 

away and call the local cake shop to order Fruit Cake!!! 
Note: Scott is my second son and is now 38. 

CATHOLIC WOMENS LEAGUE 
Thank you to all those who supported our cake stall and raffle. The 
raffle winner was Julie Neale. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
If you would like to help with the ministries for 
the Christmas Masses (Welcomers, Readers and 
Eucharistic ministers), please put your name on 
the Roster at the back of the Church. 



  OUR SCHOOLS BENDIGO  & DIOCESAN MATTERS 

MARIST SCHOOL 
Dear Parents and Friends of St Liborius,  
Champagnat new beginnings - Congratulations to all our  
students in the 2018 Champagnat Learning Experience. The four 
days of new beginnings have seen a very focused approach to the 
range of knowledge based and skilled based learning activities. 
Many Educators made positive comments about the mature 
approach students were taking. Many of our experienced VCE 
Educators have commented on the readiness our students are 
showing for senior studies. I look forward to this commitment 
continuing into next year. Thank you also to Mr Brian Brasher and 
all the staff who invested significant time, during a busy period of 
the year, to ensure the week was purposeful and engaging. In 
walking around the learning spaces it was clear to me that the 
foundations for 2018 are strong.  
New Montagne Centre - There was plenty of excitement on 
Tuesday morning as our students in the Montagne Learning 
Experience flowed into the new learning areas in the Montagne 
Centre. The overwhelming consensus from students was that the 
new areas are “really cool” and “big as …”. By 9:30 it seemed the 
spaces had always been there with students quickly settling into 
learning activities. On Thursday night the excitement returned with 
our 2018 Year 5-7 parents entering the spaces for the first time. We 
are very fortunate to have such beautiful and spacious learning 
spaces for our young people. 
Montagne Information Evening - As mentioned above, this 
important evening took place on Thursday. It was very well 
attended. Most of the night was spent in 1:14 groupings. As most of 
you know staff share a joy of the week at our Friday forums. My 
joy this week was listening to, and watching, our current parents 
welcome our new parents into our Marist community. Many 1:14 
Educators talked about the way our current parents were keen to 
answer questions or elaborate on information to help our new 
parents understand the journey ahead. Thank you to all our current 
parents for the important support you provide us in so many ways. 
This is just one such example. 
Final assembly - On Thursday we held our  final College 
Assembly for the year. The assembly was opened and closed by the 
very talented students in our Marist Melodies. I thanked these 
singers for the commitment they have shown and the joy they have 
brought us on so many occasions this year. We look forward to 
even more occasions in 2018.  
Cricket achievements - On Thursday our  Year  7 and 8 gir ls 
competed in the Grand Final for their cricket competition. The final 
took place on the hallowed turf of the MCG. Unfortunately, they 
lost the final but reaching the top two positions in the state 
is a magnificent achievement. Whilst the girls were disappointed I 
am certain that playing on the MCG was a very significant 
consolation. Next Tuesday our boys head off for the Australian 
Marist Cricket Carnival. This is our first representative team in any 
of the Marist carnivals and I am sure the boys will be blown away 
by the size of this event. We wish them all the best for the games 
and all the other activities that are part of being in this prestigious 
carnival. 
Celebration Mass next Monday - The time for  our  annual 
celebration mass is upon us and I look forward to sharing this 
celebration with all our families. Students will have reserved seats 
in their 1:14 grouping and need to be at the Cathedral by 6:45pm to 
allow us to start promptly at 7:00pm. Parents may sit anywhere in 
the Cathedral behind the reserved seats. After the Mass parents are 
invited to gather with their 1:14 Educator on the Cathedral lawns 
for an informal farewell and the presentation of the 2017 edition of 
our “Journey” to each student. 
Be awake - This Sunday is the fir st Sunday in the season of 
Advent and marks the beginning of our spiritual preparation for 
Christmas. The Gospel reading is taken from Mark and is a very 
short and simple passage. Jesus tells his disciples to remain 
watchful and ready for the coming of our God. It is a fitting reading 
for the beginning of Advent. It reminds us to be alert to God being 
present with us. Let us ensure this Christmas we focus is on the 
arrival of the infant Jesus.  
Yours sincerely, 
Darren McGregor Principal  

DECEMBER 15TH “THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS”  
ADVENT TALK SERIES  

A weekly series of talks are being held every Friday in Advent at St 
Kilian’s Church from 7pm to 8pm the topic is “The Joy of Christmas”.  
Hosted by a different speaker each week, this week’s talk Friday 
December the 15th is from Fr Rom Hayes speaking on The Joy of 
Hope.  

FAITH ON THE GOLDFIELDS: REDISCOVERING 
RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY FROM 1852-TODAY  

Information, photographs, artefacts or objects either from a personal, 
family or community story, that provide insight into the role and value 
of faith, spirituality, or religion in the lives of Bendigo’s established, 
disappeared or emergent faith communities are wanted for history 
project examining expressions of all faiths.   
For more information please see Church Notice Board or contact Dr 
Jennifer Jones at La Trobe University Ph: 02 60249848 Email: 
j.jones@latrobe.edu.au 

EAGLEHAWK UFS DISPENSARY  
– CANTERBURY CAROLS. 

When: Sunday 10th December from 6pm. 
Come join in the fun and celebrate Christmas under the stars at the 
2017 Eaglehawk UFS Dispensary Canterbury Carols. The annual 
event is one of the biggest free, family attractions in Bendigo, with 
plenty of entertainment for everyone. From 6pm families can enjoy 
a free sausage sizzle, hosted by the Lions Club of Eaglehawk. At 
6.15pm the Bendigo Baptist Rock band will entertain crowds, with 
the Carols program starting from 7pm. Entertainers include local 
school choirs, Sing Australia Choir, Eaglehawk Citizens’ Brass 
Band, Our Place Minstrels, plus guest artists. Santa will once again 
make an appearance to delight the crowds and deliver some lollies to 
the children. Bring your own seating or rug and join in the festivities 
and sing along to some great classics, such as Silent Night, O Come 
All Ye Faithful and welcome Santa with a rousing Jingle Bells. 
There are free glow sticks for each child and a free program so you 
can join in and sing your favourite carol. If it’s raining on the night, 
Carols will be held in the nearby Peter Krenz Leisure Centre in 
Napier Street, Eaglehawk. 

"This is an alcohol and smoke-free event' 
For more information, visit www.eaglehawkfestival.org.au. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
The Vinnies Christmas appeal is on again as usual and they are asking for 
support for this appeal. Vinnies have two major appeals each year, Winter and 
Christmas which provide very important funds for those experiencing 
disadvantage in the local communities. Your support enables us to provided 
generous and effective support for those people. We thank you for caring so 
much. Envelopes at the back of the Church. Tax deductable. 

YEAR OF YOUTH 
The Australian Bishops have identified the liturgical year of 2018, beginning 
on the first Sunday of Advent (3rd December 2017), as a national Year of 
Youth. 
 
The Year of Youth invites the Church into prayerful discernment about the 
importance and life-giving presence of young people in the local Church and 
society. It calls for dialogue and active engagement focused on the 
reconnection and renewal of a new generation of young people in the life of 
the Church. 
 
Year of Youth Aims: 
 prayerfully discern the Australian Bishops vision for ministry with 

young people, Anointed and Sent 
 authentic and personal engagement by Church leaders in the 

challenges and success in young people’s lives 
 acknowledging the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of young people, 

and young people acting upon the Holy Spirit in the life of the 
Church; 

 upholding the dignity of young people, ensuring a safe environment 
from physical, emotional and spiritual harm  

The aims for the Year of Youth dovetail together with the goals of Anointed 
and Sent: an Australian vision for catholic youth ministry provide a rich 
framework and challenges local faith communities to explore new horizons as 
they accompany young people into maturity. 
 
Following Jesus demands a good dose of courage, a readiness to trade in 
the sofa for a pair of walking shoes and to set out on new and uncharted paths. 
To blaze trails that open up new horizons capable of spreading joy, the joy 
that is born of God’s love…. Pope Francis WYD 2016, Vigil Address. 



 
 

 
 

CONTACT US 
Office Hours: Tue  10.30am-1.00pm 
 Wed/Thu  10.30am-2.30pm Fri  
 10.00am-3.00pm 
Phone:   5446 8235 (Parish Office) 
Address:  50 Panton Street Eaglehawk 3556 
Email:  eaglehawk@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 
Web:    stliboriuscatholicparish.wordpress.com 
Parish Priest: Fr. Antony Joseph 
Mobile:  0407 708 895 
Email  antonypedi@gmail.com 
Parish Secretary:  Tracy Rober ts 
Pastoral Assistant: Michael Nolan 
After Hours (7pm—7am) Emergency   
Catholic Clergy Contact:  0429 371 253 
SCHOOL    Phone: 5446 9172    
Principal:    Frank Dullard   
Deputy:       Alistair Stewart 
Secretary:    Louise O’Connor  
Chaplain:    Louise Trewhella 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
Parish Pastoral Team 

Ex-Officio:  Fr Antony Joseph, Frank 
Dullard. Michael Nolan, John Pallotta,  
Members: Tracey Cole, Chris O’Brien, 
Margaret Watson, Brian Bourke, Anne 
Maree Holden.   

Parish Finance Team 

John Pallotta, Matthew House, Kathy 
Taylor, Tracey Cole. 

Parish Priest Consultant Team: 

Margaret Watson, John Pallotta, Tracey 
Cole, Michael Nolan. 

Planned Giving  David Trewarne 

Parish Liturgy Team    

Parish Sacramental Team   

Denise Webb, Hollie Webster, Jenny 
Chirgwin, Anne Maree Holden, Maree 
Penno, Claire Flood and Trish Blanks 
Catholic Women’s League   

Mary Haugh, Maureen Bourke etc 

Legion of Mary  Anne O’Brien 

RCIA Team  Tricia Blanks, Brian Bourke, 
Maureen Bourke, Anne-Maree Holden 

Tuesday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Sandie Westaway 

Friday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Liz McDermott 

KSC Community Welfare Project   
Brian Bourke:  5446 8821 

Josephite’s Associates: Margaret Tobias 

Caritas Project Compassion  Brian Bourke 

God Start  Anne O’Brien  

Piety Stall  Michael O’Dea, Anne O’Brien 

Child Safety Brian Bourke, Anne Maree 
Holden 

St Vincent de Paul: 54462585 

  

PLANNED GIVING — Thank You 
COLLECTIONS FOR 3rd December 

ENVELOPES:   
LOOSE: 
DIRECT DEBIT: 

$1515.00 TOTAL: 

$907.50 
$327.50 
$280.00 

Mass Welcomers  Lectors 
Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

This Weekend 
6.00pm 

A Kirkwood 
M Jinks 

1st: 
2nd: 

T Duane 
D Duane 

P Singe 
A O’Brien 

10.30am M Gill 
K Taylor 

1st:
2nd: 

M Watson 
D Webb 

E McDermott 
K Waters 

Next Weekend 
6.00pm 

P & B Pontell 1st: 
2nd: 

S McGowan 
M Nolan 

J Chirgwin 
B Bourke 

10.30am M Dole 
D Purden 

1st:
2nd: 

M Gill 
K Taylor 

T Blanks 
E McDermott 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

WEEKLY  

Wise Eaters 

Every Monday at 9.30am.                                      

Walk N Talk                                                         

Every Tuesday at 9.30am.  

Brunch Kitchen 

Every Tuesday at 11.30am (exc school holidays) 

Parish Sacramental Team 

Every Tuesday at 7.00pm 

Mothers Prayer  

Every Friday 10.00am till 11.00 

 

MONTHLY 

Secular Franciscans                                     

Every 2nd Mon of the month at 7.30pm.  

Parish Finance Team Meeting                                                  

Quarterly at 7.00pm. 

Parish Pastoral Team Meeting                                                            

Quarterly at 7.00pm.  

Card making                                                        

Every 2nd Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 

Catholic Women’s League                                                         

Every 4th Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 

BEC Meeting - Group D                                                         

Every 1st Fri of the month at 1.30pm.  

Josephite’s Meeting 

3rd Wed of every 2nd month at 10.30am.   

Bendigo Textile Group 

Every 2nd Sun of the month at 10.00am. 

Contact: Barbara Lomas 0417313760 

Knights of the Southern Cross 

Every 2nd Thu of the month. 

Contact: Brian Bourke 5446 8821 

Filipino Mass 

4th Sunday of the month. 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 

Mon - Thurs 9.15am Mass 
 6pm Mass 
 
Friday  9.15am Mass 
 6pm Mass (Rosary 
 & Benediction) 

P.S. Funeral Mass replaces the Mass of the day     

 
Saturday    9.15am Mass  
                 (St Augustine’s  Myers Flat-  
  followed by brunch)               
    6.00pm (Parish) 
 
Sunday            9.00am  (Raywood) 
                            10.30am (Parish) 
                  
 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation 

Everyday of the week 40mins prior to 
Mass except on Sunday. 

Anointing of the sick  

Please ring parish office. 

Baptisms   

Please call in to the parish 
office for a Baptism kit ($30).   

Baptism preparation is 
conducted on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm at 
St Kilian’s Parish Centre. 

Bookings required. Phone 5441 6244. 

Weddings   

Bookings must be made at least six 
months prior. 

Please ring parish office. 

ROSTERS 

What a Life! 

After the Christmas pageant, I asked my        
6-year-old son if he remembered the gifts that 

the Magi brought to Jesus.  

He thought for a minute then said "Gold, 
Frankenstein and Humour". We could all use 

that last one!  


