
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

17th December, third Sunday of advent - year b 

 

Next Week’s Readings Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16 Romans 16:25-27  Luke 1:26-38 

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia! 
  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
  he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   My soul rejoices in my God.  

 Papal Prayer Intentions for December 2017 
The Elderly That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply their  
 wisdom and experience to spreading the faith and forming the new generations. 

 Thank you for following @Pontifex which turns five years old today. May social media always be spaces that are rich in 
humanity! 12th December 

 

The Word Today Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11  Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8,19-28  

WITNESSES FOR THE LIGHT 

John the Baptist had a central role to play in the coming of the 

Saviour. His role, as today’s Gospel puts it, was to be “a witness to 

speak for the light.” The light in question was Jesus. 

John proved to be a courageous and effective witness. He was a 

strong personality and a man of principle. He didn’t go in for a life of 

comfort. He lived not in a palace but in the desert. His lifestyle, as 

well as his personal integrity, lent credence to his words. He was a 

living example of what he preached. And when his task was done, he 

moved aside to make way for Jesus. 

Jesus still needs witnesses. Fortunately there still are people who 

witness faithfully and at great personal cost. 

A few years ago a priest made a visit to China. While there he met an 

elderly couple who were both doctors. They had studied together at 

medical school, fallen in love and married. She was a Catholic, he 

was not. She wanted to convince him that he should join the Church, 

but he did not wish to be baptised. A short time later she had a child. 

During one of China’s political movements, the husband, along with 

several other intellectuals, was arrested and sent to a labour camp. 

The separation was very difficult for the wife, who had to work long 

hours at the hospital during the day and care for her son at night. In 

addition to her loneliness, she was under pressure from the 

Government to divorce her husband and to renounce her religion, so 

that she could gain political advantages. But she refused. Every night 

after she returned home, she and her son knelt down to pray and ask 

strength from God to endure the difficulties. 

At the end of the 1970’s, she heard that her husband and other 

intellectuals were to be allowed to come home. When the day came, 

she and her son went to the railway station, where they were the only 

family members on the platform to welcome the men. Unable to 

endure the long separation, all the other women had divorced and 

remarried. Deeply moved, her husband took instruction and was later 

baptised. 

John the Baptised bore witness to the light. So did the woman in the 

story. Now it’s our turn. For many people in the world today Christ 

has become a very dim figure. The words of today’s Gospel are 

literally true: “There stands one among you whom you know not.” 

Christ still needs witnesses, people who can effectively make him 

present to other people. 

We can’t be a witness for the light if we are living in darkness. We 

have to be living in the light. A good life is a strong and effective 

witness, and in itself is a proclamation of the Gospel. When 

religious practice leads to deeds, a very effective witness is 

given. No witness reaches our contemporaries as persuasively 

as the witness of those who do what Jesus commanded. 

Without the witness of Christians the face of Christ, already 

blurred, will continue to fade from our world. He will continue 

to stand among us, unknown and unrecognised. And hearts 

will remain broken, and people will remain imprisoned in 

darkness, and the good news will not be preached to the poor. 

The task is not one for the individual Christian only but for the 

Christian community as a whole. It is easier to witness to 

Christ as a member of a supportive community. 
New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy SDB 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
Sunday 24th December  

Normal Sunday Mass 
 

Christmas Eve  

7.00pm Mass at Liborius Centre  

Christmas Mass 

 

Christmas Day - Monday 25th Dec 

9.00am                 Raywood 

10.30am               St Liborius 

 

Sunday 31st December  

Normal Sunday Mass 

 

New Years Eve 

7.00pm                 St Liborius  

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.catholicculture.org/liturgicalyear/pictures/7_23_liborius.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.catholicculture.org/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm%3Fdate%3D2007-07-23&h=205&w=185&sz=12&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=jGBM9lcv


 

 

 

With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders, Nathan Verallo & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Cheryl Woolley, 
Martha Toma 
Maureen Goudie, 
Eliza Kelly, 
Vera Gane, 
James Thwaites, 
Leo Esposito, 
Shirley Czuczman, 
Eva Gaylor, 

David Taggart, 
Basil Casey, 
Patricia Moloney, 
Heath Kennedy, 
Kerry Carroll, 
Emma Simmonds, 
Ethel Scott, 
Joan Danaher. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Ted Verryt,  
Mary Furlong,  
Russell Milikins,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald, 

Patricia Schultz,  
Marie Casey,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh, 
Kevin & Dot Stevens 

Maureen O’Keefe,  
Christine Longmire, 
Elaine Walsh, 
Patricia Ennor, 
Alan Surplice, 
Mary Taylor, 
Bert & Angelini 
Caldow 

PARISH MATTERS 

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
Brunch Kitchen is in recess and will recommence  

on the 6th February 2018.  
To all our clients & helpers wishing you a Merry Christmas. 

  

 

 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT  
Dear Lord, through darkness, 

I look for your wisdom. 
I want my heart to be open to you. 

But sometimes in these days, it seems 
that so many things come between us. 
Help me to be awake and aware of the 

radiance you bring to my life. 
Help me to be grateful each day for 
the blessings of family and friends. 
Let me be a peacemaker in my own 

life, 
and in the world. 

Let me pray especially for this 
difficult world and those who are 
so in need of an end to violence. 

My heart begs for this as my 
Advent prayer today.   

Amen. 

ST LIBORIUS PIETY SHOP 
Opening Times: 

Sunday- Before  & after 10.30am Mass 
Saturday- Before & after 6.00pm Mass 

Orders -Tracy @ Parish Centre 5446 8235 
After Hours sales - Anne 0447 390 162 

ST LIBORIUS 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

IS ON AGAIN 
 
When:   Christmas Day  
  25th Dec, 12 – 2pm  
Where:   Parish Centre,  
  50 Panton Street,  
     Eaglehawk 
Christmas day is the day when no one should be alone. So if 
you know of anyone who may be in this situation please 
spread the word that all are welcome to come and participate. 
Please give name, contact number (and address if transport 
needed) to Tracy at Parish Office 5446 8235. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
The Vinnies Christmas appeal is on again as usual and they are asking for 
support for this appeal. Vinnies have two major appeals each year, Winter 
and Christmas which provide very important funds for those experiencing 
disadvantage in the local communities. Your support enables us to provided 
generous and effective support for those people. We thank you for caring so 
much. Envelopes at the back of the Church. Tax deductable. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
If you would like to help with the ministries for 
the Christmas Masses (Welcomers, Readers and 
Eucharistic ministers), please put your name on 
the Roster at the back of the Church. 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  
The Charismatic Prayer Group is in recess till February.   Please phone 
Denise Ilott for personal or prayer chain support during this time (or a 
get together for coffee) 54411087. 

DECEMBER 22ND “THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS”  
ADVENT TALK SERIES  

A weekly series of talks are being held every Friday in Advent at St 
Kilian’s Church from 7pm to 8pm the topic is “The Joy of Christmas”.  
Hosted by a different speaker each week, this week’s talk Friday 
December the 15th is from Fr Brian Boyle speaking on The Joy of 
Celebration. 

THE JOURNEY CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAM –  
AIRS 17 December 2017 

This week on the Journey, Fr Graham Schmitzer shares 
his reflection from the Gospel of John, Sr Hilda shares her 
Wisdom From The Abbey, and encourages us to Stare at 
God, Trish McCarthy talks to us about The Word of God 
in her Milk and Honey segment, and Sam Clear 
encourages us to Let It Go in his Walking the Walk God 
spot.  Our program is jam packed with inspiration and 
music, all round we have a great show about faith, hope, love and life. 
Tune into LIFE 105.1 FM Sunday 11am or go to www.jcr.org.au  or 
www.itunes.jcr.org.au  where you can listen anytime and subscribe to 
weekly shows by email. 

PILGRIMAGE TO SPAIN: 19th Sept – 6th Oct 2018.  
Walk in the footsteps of Sts Teresa of Avila, Ignatius of Loyola, 
John of the Cross and John of God and more. Continue on to 
Santiago de Compostela or Fatima if you wish to extend your 
journey. Bishop Les Tomlinson and Paul Desmond (CEO Director) 
will accompany you. Cost: $7190 (Single supplement $995). 
Organised by Adult Faith Education Sandhurst, the Sandhurst 
Catholic Education Office and Olive Tree Travel.  Contact: Jake 
Warren CEO Sandhurst T: 03 5443 23 77 E: 
jwarren@ceosand.catholic.edu.au OR Olive Tree Travel T:03 8488 
9696, 1300 550 830 E: info@olivetreetravel.com.au 



ST LIBORIUS SCHOOL  continued…. 
Thank you to the School Board under the leadership of Sam Daykin 
and Matthew Shanahan, for their representation of the parent body 
on so many fronts. Also thank you to all those who assisted with 
fundraising throughout the year. Although the Parent’s Club is in 
recession, many parents still put their hand up and we had successful 
Marong Cup, Dahlia Arts and Wine & Cheese night, to name a few. 
The Parent’s Club is ready to be revamped in 2018 with the help of 
our parents. I encourage parents to take an active role in these parent 
bodies to enrich our school community. Thank you to Shandell 
Filmer in the tuckshop for her commitment to this service and her 
band of volunteers each Friday. Also thanks to Jo & James Margetts 
for their work this year in the Uniform Shop and to Brooke O'Grady 
for coordinating our St Liborius Play Group.  
Throughout the year, Fr Antony has provided our school community 
with great support and direction. He has worked closely with 
teachers within our Unit Masses and has been very active with the 
sacramental program. Thank you Fr Antony for all you do for the 
school.  
On behalf of our school community I would like to thank and wish 
all the best to those staff who are leaving St Liborius. Stephanie 
Sefton is taking 12 months leave and we hope to receive news of a 
new addition to the Sefton family in the new year. Karen Signorotto 
is living the dream and heading off for 12 months around Australia 
with the family. All the best Karen and safe travels. Belinda Dart is 
taking leave for the first 6 months of 2018 and intends to undertake 
formal study as well as time with the family.  
In 2018 we welcome new teaching staff, Jessica Watson, Year 3/4 
and Adele Henderson, Year 3/4 as well as Student Support Officer, 
Jill Abe.  
Finally thank you to all who have contributed to our school 
community this year and made it such a successful one. It is exciting 
to look forward to the new building and education programs and the 
many opportunities that the children will experience and master in 
the coming year.  
Have a safe, happy and Holy Christmas.  
Frank Dullard, Principal  
 

 OUR SCHOOLS BENDIGO  & DIOCESAN MATTERS 

ST LIBORIUS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents and Friends of St Liborius,  
Due to forecast high temperatures Monday 18th our End of 
Year Mass has been rescheduled to Tuesday 19th at 6pm. We 
will come together as a faith community to thank the Lord for all 
that has been presented to us in the form of challenges and 
successes in 2017. The whole liturgy, coordinated by Hollie 
Webster and Fr Antony, will involve all of the students in various 
ways. We will reflect on the year as well as wish all our Year 6 
students all the very best for their futures in secondary education. 
Our St Liborius Awards will also be presented on the night. It is 
expected that all families will attend.  
Congratulations to Carmelina Scalora and Nikolas Pell on their 
engagement last week. Exciting times ahead for these two.  
Congratulations to all our candidates who received the sacrament 
of reconciliation on Monday.  
Catholic Capital Grants - Official confirmation has been 
received that St Liborius PS has been successful in attracting $1.2m 
in grants from the federal government to complete stage 3 of our 
master plan. This exciting news will allow us to remodel the 
classrooms in the original school building as well as the ones 
currently occupied by the Year 6 students.  
Marong Cup 2018 - The Marong Cup is fast approaching - 
Saturday 17th February at the Bendigo Racecourse. Thank you to 
Laura Campbell who has coordinated this event for the past several 
years and to Sarah Fraser who will take on this role in 2018. 
Expressions of Interest - Tuck Shop - Thank you to Shandell 
Filmer who has coordinated the Tuck-shop for the past 2 years and 
who will be moving on at the end of the year. This creates a 
position as Tuck-shop Coordinator. If you are interested in taking 
on this position or would like to know more about, please call the 
office and put an expression of interest in.  
Market Day & Expo - This week our  community has had the 
privilege of attending the Year 3/4 Expo, Year 5/6 Market Day and 
on Thursday the Mini Yr 2 Expo. These are fantastic opportunities 
for the students to articulate their learning to the wider community 
and display their innovative presentations. Great way to finish the 
year off.  
Year 6’s - On Fr iday the Year  6 students will gather  with their  
parents and staff for a graduation dinner. On Tuesday evening they 
will be presented with their graduation certificates at mass. On 
Wednesday 20 Dec they will participate in their ‘Big Day Out’. All 
the very best to our school leaders and thank you so much for all 
that you have contributed to our school community.  
Music Tutoring 2018 - Throughout this year  a number  of 
students have accessed our Music Tuition Program which was 
expertly led by musicians during school hours. The children had 
the options of guitar, drums and piano.  
End of Year Reporting & Beginning of Year Interviews 2018  
St Liborius will conduct individual interviews with students on 
Monday 29th & 30th January. Times can be booked via PAM for 
existing students from Friday 22nd December. Reports will also be 
released via PAM on Friday 15th December: Formal classes begin 
on Thursday 1st Feb 2018. Our new prep children will attend 
school for full days, however for the month of February they will 
not attend school on Wednesdays (rest day).  
During the Christmas holidays the fitness equipment will be 
installed ready for action in 2018. Thank you again to the Parent's 
Club and the Great City of Bendigo for their donations to this 
project. Also thank you to Clint Read for his earth works in 
creating the pads and to Greg Carter who will complete the framing 
around the equipment.  
As we conclude the 2017 school I would like to thank many 
people:  
Our St Liborius community has supported one another this year 
with many assisting those in need within our school and beyond. 
The students have been exceptional and achieved so much this 
year. Our many visitors comment on the positive way the children 
interact with each other, take ownership of their learning and are so 
engaged with what they are doing. Parents and guardians have 
formed rich partnerships with the school and teachers have 
endeavoured to provide open lines of communication which has 
had a positive impact on the children’s learning.  
The staff have continued to be highly professional in their chosen 
vocation and their commitment to their work is to be commended. 
This has been acknowledged by many parents throughout the year. 
Also thank you to the staff leader-ship team who do a tremendous 
job in keeping their finger on the pulse and providing clear and 
informed direction for us all.  

 

“Prepare the way of the Lord…” - MARK 1:3 
We are all called to live a holy life. We are all called to invite others to 
live holy lives. Living a stewardship lifestyle, being grateful and 
generous with our gifts, does just that – it puts us on the path to holiness 
and it invites others to be holy, too. 



 
 

 
 

CONTACT US 
Office Hours: Tue  10.30am-1.00pm 
 Wed/Thu  10.30am-2.30pm Fri  
 10.00am-3.00pm 
Phone:   5446 8235 (Parish Office) 
Address:  50 Panton Street Eaglehawk 3556 
Email:  eaglehawk@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 
Web:    stliboriuscatholicparish.wordpress.com 
Parish Priest: Fr. Antony Joseph 
Mobile:  0407 708 895 
Email  antonypedi@gmail.com 
Parish Secretary:  Tracy Rober ts 
Pastoral Assistant: Michael Nolan 
After Hours (7pm—7am) Emergency   
Catholic Clergy Contact:  0429 371 253 
SCHOOL    Phone: 5446 9172    
Principal:    Frank Dullard   
Deputy:       Alistair Stewart 
Secretary:    Louise O’Connor  
Chaplain:    Louise Trewhella 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
Parish Pastoral Team 

Ex-Officio:  Fr Antony Joseph, Frank 
Dullard. Michael Nolan, John Pallotta,  
Members: Tracey Cole, Chris O’Brien, 
Margaret Watson, Brian Bourke, Anne 
Maree Holden.   

Parish Finance Team 

John Pallotta, Matthew House, Kathy 
Taylor, Tracey Cole. 

Parish Priest Consultant Team: 

Margaret Watson, John Pallotta, Tracey 
Cole, Michael Nolan. 

Planned Giving  David Trewarne 

Parish Liturgy Team    

Parish Sacramental Team   

Denise Webb, Hollie Webster, Jenny 
Chirgwin, Anne Maree Holden, Maree 
Penno, Claire Flood and Trish Blanks 
Catholic Women’s League   

Mary Haugh, Maureen Bourke etc 

Legion of Mary  Anne O’Brien 

RCIA Team  Tricia Blanks, Brian Bourke, 
Maureen Bourke, Anne-Maree Holden 

Tuesday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Sandie Westaway 

Friday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Liz McDermott 

KSC Community Welfare Project   
Brian Bourke:  5446 8821 

Josephite’s Associates: Margaret Tobias 

Caritas Project Compassion  Brian Bourke 

God Start  Anne O’Brien  

Piety Stall  Michael O’Dea, Anne O’Brien 

Child Safety Brian Bourke, Anne Maree 
Holden 

St Vincent de Paul: 54462585 

  

PLANNED GIVING — Thank You 
COLLECTIONS FOR 10th December 

ENVELOPES:   
LOOSE: 
DIRECT DEBIT: 

$1088.30 TOTAL: 

$610.50 
$192.80 
$285.00 

Mass Welcomers  Lectors 
Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

This Weekend 
6.00pm 

P & B Pontell 1st: 
2nd: 

S McGowan 
M Nolan 

J Chirgwin 
B Bourke 

10.30am M Dole 
D Purden 

1st:
2nd: 

M Gill 
K Taylor 

T Blanks 
E McDermott 

Next Weekend 
6.00pm 

M Weston 
M Jinks 

1st: 
2nd: 

B O’Brien 
L Fitzgerald 

P Singe 
A O’Brien 

10.30am D & P Power 1st:
2nd: 

D Webb 
T Blanks 

K Waters 
K Taylor 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

WEEKLY  

Wise Eaters 

Every Monday at 9.30am.                                      

Walk N Talk                                                         

Every Tuesday at 9.30am.  

Brunch Kitchen 

Every Tuesday at 11.30am (exc school holidays) 

Parish Sacramental Team 

Every Tuesday at 7.00pm 

Mothers Prayer  

Every Friday 10.00am till 11.00 

 

MONTHLY 

Secular Franciscans                                     

Every 2nd Mon of the month at 7.30pm.  

Parish Finance Team Meeting                                                  

Quarterly at 7.00pm. 

Parish Pastoral Team Meeting                                                            

Quarterly at 7.00pm.  

Card making                                                        

Every 2nd Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 

Catholic Women’s League                                                         

Every 4th Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 

BEC Meeting - Group D                                                         

Every 1st Fri of the month at 1.30pm.  

Josephite’s Meeting 

3rd Wed of every 2nd month at 10.30am.   

Bendigo Textile Group 

Every 2nd Sun of the month at 10.00am. 

Contact: Barbara Lomas 0417313760 

Knights of the Southern Cross 

Every 2nd Thu of the month. 

Contact: Brian Bourke 5446 8821 

Filipino Mass 

4th Sunday of the month. 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 

Mon   9.15am Mass 
  6pm Mass 
Tues  9.15am Mass 
  6pm Mass  
  Liborius Centre 
  (School Graduation 
  Mass 
  Parishioners welcome) 
Wed-Frid  9.15am Mass 
  6pm Mass (Rosary 
  & Benediction) 
P.S. Funeral Mass replaces the Mass of the day     

 
Saturday    9.15am Mass  
                 (St Augustine’s  Myers Flat-  
  followed by brunch)               
    6.00pm (Parish) 
 
Sunday            9.00am  (Raywood) 
                            10.30am (Parish) 
                  
 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation 

Everyday of the week 40mins prior to 
Mass except on Sunday. 

Anointing of the sick  

Please ring parish office. 

Baptisms   

Please call in to the parish 
office for a Baptism kit ($30).   

Baptism preparation is conducted on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 
7.30pm at St Kilian’s Parish Centre. 

Bookings required. Phone 5441 6244. 

Weddings   

Bookings must be made at least six 
months prior. 

Please ring parish office. 

ROSTERS 

What a Life! 
A 4-year-old boy who was asked to return thanks before Christmas dinner. 

The   family members bowed their heads in expectation. He began his prayer, 
thanking God for all his friends, naming them one by one. Then he thanked 
God for Mommy, Daddy, brother, sister, Grandma, Grandpa, and all his 

aunts and uncles. Then he began to thank God for the food. He gave thanks 
for the turkey, the dressing, the fruit salad, the cranberry sauce, the pies, the 

cakes, even the Cool Whip.  
        

      Then he paused, and everyone waited--and waited. After a long silence, 
the young fellow looked up at his mother and asked, "If I thank God for the 

broccoli, won't he know that I'm lying?"  


