
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

24th December, fourth Sunday of advent - year b 

 

Next Week’s Readings Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3 Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19 Luke 2:22-40  

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia! 
  I am the servant of the Lord: 
  may his will for me be done. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.  

 Papal Prayer Intentions for December 2017 
The Elderly That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply their  
 wisdom and experience to spreading the faith and forming the new generations. 

 I encourage all of you to live the joy of your mission by witnessing to the Gospel wherever you are called to live and work. 
15th December 

 

The Word Today Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16 Romans 16:25-27  Luke 1:26-38 

A LEAP OF FAITH 
The setting: a southern town in America in the 1950’s. A father lived 
with his young son and daughter - his wife had died. He was strict 
with the children but good to them, and they loved him. He was an 
upright man and an excellent lawyer. However, he made himself very 
unpopular by opting to defend a black man who was accused of 
murder - the town in which he lived was rife with racial 
discrimination. 
At the end of the street lived an elderly woman, who spent her 
afternoons sitting in her front garden. She gave out to the lawyer’s 
two children as they passed on their way home from school. The kids 
were very hurt by the names she called their father. 
One evening the son couldn’t take it any more. He jumped over her 
garden wall and thrashed some of her flowers. Then he ran home. 
Later his father said, “Son, you shouldn’t have done that.” 
“But I did it for you." he protested. 
“She’s a very sick woman. Now go down and apologise to her.” 
Reluctantly the son did so. The woman asked him if he would read to 
her for an hour each evening. He was horrified at the thought, but 
when his father insisted that he must say “yes” to the old lady, he 
agreed to do so. So each evening the boy, accompanied by his little 
sister, went and read for the old lady. After about an hour she would 
get a violent fit of trembling. The children would leave and a nurse 
took over. However, as the weeks went by, the fits got less frequent. 
Then one day their father told them that the old lady had just died. 
They thought “thank God” but did not say it. But then the father told 
them that several years previously a doctor had prescribed painkilling 
drugs for her, and she had got addicted to them. But then she was 
told that she hadn’t long to live, so she decided that she would try to 
kick the habit before she died. Those fits they saw her getting were 
withdrawal symptoms. 
“And did she succeed?” the kids asked earnestly. 
“She did,” the father answered. “Just before she died she told me that 
she would never have succeeded if you hadn’t read to her. She 
wanted me to thank you.” 
The kids were very moved on hearing this, and said, “If only we had 
known what she was going through, we would have been nicer to 
her”. 
“It doesn’t matter,” the father said, “The main thing is you did what I 
asked you to do. You are good children. I’m proud of you.” 
The two children didn’t realise the full significance of the task their 
father asked them to do. Nevertheless, they did it in a spirit of love 
and obedience. 
We have an even greater example in today’s gospel. When Mary said 
“yes”  to God, and consented to become the mother of the Redeemer, 
she didn’t realise the full implications of what she was agreeing to. 
She had no idea that at his birth every door would be closed in her 
face. That shortly after his birth she would be a refugee in a foreign 
country. That some thirty-three years later she would see him 
executed as a criminal. 
She trusted so deeply in God that she gave up control over her future 

and let God define her life. She didn’t say “yes” just once. She 
had to confirm that original yes many times during her life. 
Without Mary’s obedience to God we would not have a 
Redeemer. 
Each of us has said “yes” when we have undertaken 
commitments and responsibilities. When we said our original 
yes, the full implications of what we were undertaking were 
hidden from us, as they were from Mary (and the two 
children). Like Mary, we have to confirm our original yes, not 
once but many times, and ask God to help us to remain 
faithful. 
Just as the children asked questions, Mary asked questions. 
Faith is not blind. It is beyond reason but not against it. But 
having asked questions, the answers to which can never fully 
satisfy us, we have to let God be God. We have to bow to the 
mystery. 
New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy SDB 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
Sunday 24th December  

Normal Sunday Mass 
 

Christmas Eve  
7.00pm Mass at Liborius Centre  

Christmas Mass 

 

Christmas Day - Monday 25th Dec 

9.00am                 Raywood 

10.30am               St Liborius 

NO Mass 

Tues 26th, Wed 27th & Thurs 28th 

 

Sunday 31st December  
Normal Sunday Mass 

 

New Years Eve 
7.00pm                 St Liborius  

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.catholicculture.org/liturgicalyear/pictures/7_23_liborius.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.catholicculture.org/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm%3Fdate%3D2007-07-23&h=205&w=185&sz=12&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=jGBM9lcv


 

 

 

With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders, Nathan Verallo & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Margaret Barry, 
Max Goldsmith, 
Pauline Blampied, 
Joanne Byrne, 
Elizabeth Hogan, 
Basil Skeyhill, 
Dan Dempsey, 
Alexander Burgess, 
Stanley Johannesen, 

Michael McGrath, 
Eileen Trewarne, 
Elbertus Ruiter, 
Abigail Blake, 
Anne Dempsey, 
Emma Johannesen, 
Giovanni Pianta, 
Mary Brennan, 
Michael McNamara,  

Sr Joan Purcell,  
Mary Brennan 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Ted Verryt,  
Mary Furlong,  
Russell Milikins,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald, 

Patricia Schultz,  
Marie Casey,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh, 
Kevin & Dot Stevens 

Maureen O’Keefe,  
Christine Longmire, 
Elaine Walsh, 
Patricia Ennor, 
Alan Surplice, 
Mary Taylor, 
Bert & Angelini 
Caldow 

PARISH MATTERS 

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
Brunch Kitchen is in recess and will recommence  

on the 6th February 2018.  
To all our clients & helpers wishing you a Merry Christmas. 

  

 

 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT  
Dear Lord, through darkness, 

I look for your wisdom. 
I want my heart to be open to you. 

But sometimes in these days, it seems 
that so many things come between us. 
Help me to be awake and aware of the 

radiance you bring to my life. 
Help me to be grateful each day for 
the blessings of family and friends. 
Let me be a peacemaker in my own 

life, 
and in the world. 

Let me pray especially for this 
difficult world and those who are 
so in need of an end to violence. 

My heart begs for this as my 
Advent prayer today.   

Amen. 

ST LIBORIUS PIETY SHOP 
Opening Times: 

Sunday- Before  & after 10.30am Mass 
Saturday- Before & after 6.00pm Mass 

Orders -Tracy @ Parish Centre 5446 8235 
After Hours sales - Anne 0447 390 162 

ST LIBORIUS 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

IS ON AGAIN 
 
When:   Christmas Day  
  25th Dec, 12 – 2pm  
Where:   Parish Centre,  
  50 Panton Street,  
     Eaglehawk 
Christmas day is the day when no one should be alone. So if 
you know of anyone who may be in this situation please 
spread the word that all are welcome to come and participate. 
Please give name, contact number (and address if transport 
needed) to Tracy at Parish Office 5446 8235. 

Mass Welcomers  Lectors 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of 

Holy 
Communion 

This 
Weekend 
6.00pm 

M Weston 
M Jinks 

1 
2 

B O’Brien 
L Fitzgerald 

P Singe 
A O’Brien 

10.30am D & P Power 1 
2 

D Webb 
T Blanks 

K Waters 
K Taylor 

Next 
Weekend 
6.00pm 

M Weston 
M Bourke 

1 
2 

B Bourke 
M Watson 

A Trewarne 
J Chirgwin 

10.30am M Dole 
D Purden 

1 
2 

M Tangey 
B Keogh 

E McDermott 
T Blanks 

THE JOURNEY CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAM – 
AIRS 24th December 2017  

This week on the Journey, our Christmas Eve edition, we 
have our very own Bishop Peter Ingham sharing his 
Christmas message with us, Sr Hilda shares her Wisdom and 
wishes us Happy Christmas from the Nuns at Jamberoo Abbey, and 
during this very busy yet very Holy time, Marilyn Rodrigues, The 
Peaceful Parent, reminds us to Pray, Hope and Don’t worry.  It has 
been our pleasure to bring you Journey Catholic radio this year, 
and look forward to 2018.  God Bless and Merry Christmas. Tune 
into LIFE 105.1 FM Sunday 11am or go to www.jcr.org.au  or 
www.itunes.jcr.org.au. 

Church Cleaning Roster 

Volunteers are required for the following months. Please 
fill in your availability and return to the Parish office. 

January   

February   

March   

April   

May   

June   


