
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

31st December, the holy family of Jesus, Mary and joseph - year b 

 

Next Week’s Readings Isaiah 60:1-6 Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6  Matthew 2:1-12 

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia! 
  In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets; 
  now he speaks to us through his Son. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.  

 Papal Prayer Intentions for December 2017 
The Elderly That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply their  
 wisdom and experience to spreading the faith and forming the new generations. 

 Every stranger that knocks at our door is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ.  
18th December 

 

The Word Today Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3 Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19 Luke 2:22-40  

THE HOLY FAMILY 
We call Jesus’ family the Holy Family, and rightly so. But perhaps 
we have an idealised picture of it. There is a tendency to see life for 
the holy family as all sweetness and light. This makes it difficult to 
see how it can be a model for our families? 
The picture we have is of angels whispering in the ears of Mary and 
Joseph, advising them in times of doubt, and warning them in times 
of danger. This would mean that they never had to agonise over a 
decision. Moreover, we tend to see the home at Nazareth as a place 
where perfect harmony and complete understanding always reigned. 
It’s as if Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived on a sunlit island, cut off from 
the storms of the world. 
We are not told much about the life of the Holy Family in the 
Gospels. All we get are some glimpses. But these glimpses are 
enough to show how unreal the above picture is. We see that the 
Holy Family had more than its share of troubles. 
For instance, when the time came for Jesus to be born, Joseph and 
Mary could find no accommodation. And their joy at his birth was 
short-lived, because he immediately became a target for Herod’s 
murderers. So they had to take the child and flee to Egypt. There they 
discovered what it was like to be outsiders in a foreign country. 
Back in their own country, they had to find a place where they could 
begin life all over again. So they settled in Nazareth. When Jesus was 
twelve, during a visit to Jerusalem, he got separated from them. Sick 
with worry, Joseph and Mary sought him for three days before 
finding him in the Temple. 
During his public life Mary didn’t always understand what he was 
doing. At one point she feared that he was being taken over by the 
crowds, and made a vain attempt to rescue him. Later she saw the 
tide turn against him and the net of authority close around him. 
Finally came the ignominy of the crucifixion, when a sword of 
sorrow pierced her heart, and a real sword pierced the heart of her 
Son. 
In view of all this, no one can claim that the Holy Family lived a 
sheltered and trouble-free life. Our families too are visited by sorrow, 
misunderstandings, and problems of one kind or another. We can 
draw inspiration from how the Holy Family coped with its problems. 
There is no such thing as a perfect family. Every family goes through 
rough times. Every family has to make sacrifices. Wherever human 
beings are living under the one roof misunderstandings and conflicts 
occur. All of us are wounded by sin. What is important is how we 
deal with these problems and how we resolve these conflicts. 
The Holy Family had to struggle and to make sacrifices. But they are 
precisely the things that form a bond between people. People are 
closer to one another in hard times than in good times. There is 
nothing like shared hardships to create a bond between people. There 

is more depth to relationships that have weathered some 
storms. 
A holy family doesn’t necessarily mean a trouble free family. 
In fact, the opposite is more likely to be the case. Holiness is 
the fruit of sacrifice and struggle. Ideally there is no place like 
home. But there is no such place as an ideal home. 
New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy SDB 

AFTER NEARLY A DECADE OF SERVICE,  
FATHER DENNIS CRAMERI WILL MOVE AWAY  

FROM ACTIVE MINISTRY 
JUST shy of a decade as parish priest in Wodonga, Father Dennis 
Crameri has announced he will be stepping down from active 
ministry. The popular preacher was farewelled at a special mass 
yesterday morning, attended by students from St Augustine’s 
Primary School. Father Crameri is planning to spend the next 12 
months living at his property in Mitta.  
The Sandhurst Diocese has appointed Father Junjun Amaya to 
step in during his absence.  
With his second stint in Wodonga coming to an end (after two 
years in the Border in the mid-80s), Father Crameri said it was 
the people he would miss the most. “It’s a very hospitable, lovely 
place to be,” he said. “The office, the schools, the parish – it’s a 
very vibrant community.”  
Continued growth in Catholic Education Wodonga's schools was 
among Father Crameri's highlights from his time on the Border. 
The makeover of Sacred Heart Church on Beechworth Road, the 
continued development of St Francis of Assisi Primary School in 
Baranduda (formerly Frayne College) and further building 
developments at other Wodonga schools have gone ahead under 
Father Crameri's watch.  
“We've seen a great growth in our schools, physically certainly, 
but also in what's been happening on the ground,” he said. “The 
spirit that abounds, the leadership we have as well. “It's great to 
be able to look back and know it's in a great place, that's certainly 
been a highlight for me.” St Augustine's Primary School principal 
Joseph Quinn said. 
Father Crameri had left a lasting impression on several 
generations of students.  
“He always has a positive outlook on 
everything, whatever he does is trying to 
get us to improve,” Mr Quinn said 
yesterday. “You talk about every school 
improving, he's been the driver of that. 
“He's a builder – he doesn't sit still with 
growth and development. “His planning 
for the future of our schools has been 
instrumental, the growth we've seen in 
enrolments and the Catholic presence in 
Albury and Wodonga has been really 
positive. “The way he interacts with the 
students, uses humour and makes each 
of them feel special is memorable. “He 
doesn't judge, he just accepts people 
as they are – his door is always open.” 
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With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders, Nathan Verallo & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Bishop Joe Grech, 
Chad Ryan, 
Myra Fawson, 
Phonse Daniel, 
John Stockx, 
Craig O’Donoghue, 
Elizabeth Grant, 
Stella Naughton, 
Edwin Crack, 

Gladys Jones. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Ted Verryt,  
Mary Furlong,  
Russell Milikins,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald, 

Patricia Schultz,  
Marie Casey,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh, 
Kevin & Dot Stevens 

Maureen O’Keefe,  
Christine Longmire, 
Elaine Walsh, 
Patricia Ennor, 
Alan Surplice, 
Mary Taylor, 
Bert & Angelini 
Caldow 

PARISH MATTERS 

BRUNCH KITCHEN 
Brunch Kitchen is in recess and will recommence  

on the 6th February 2018.  
To all our clients & helpers wishing you a Merry Christmas. 

  

 

 

PRAYER   
Dear Lord, through darkness, 

I look for your wisdom. 
I want my heart to be open to you. 

But sometimes in these days, it seems 
that so many things come between us. 
Help me to be awake and aware of the 

radiance you bring to my life. 
Help me to be grateful each day for 
the blessings of family and friends. 
Let me be a peacemaker in my own 

life, 
and in the world. 

Let me pray especially for this 
difficult world and those who are 
so in need of an end to violence. 

My heart begs for this as my 
prayer today.   

Amen. 

ST LIBORIUS PIETY SHOP 
Opening Times: 

Sunday- Before  & after 10.30am Mass 
Saturday- Before & after 6.00pm Mass 

Orders -Tracy @ Parish Centre 5446 8235 
After Hours sales - Anne 0447 390 162 

Mass Welcomers  Lectors 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of 

Holy 
Communion 

This 
Weekend 
6.00pm 

M Weston 
M Bourke 

1 
2 

B Bourke 
M Watson 

A Trewarne 
J Chirgwin 

10.30am M Dole 
D Purden 

1 
2 

M Tangey 
B Keogh 

E McDermott 
T Blanks 

Next 
Weekend 
6.00pm 

K Fitzpatrick 
B Bourke 

1 
2 

J Bretherton 
P Bretherton 

A Trewarne 
B Bourke 

10.30am M Gill 
K Taylor 

1 
2 

D Webb 
T Blanks 

K Waters 
E McDermott 

***** SCHOOL HOLIDAYS ***** 
MOTHERS PRAYERS 

No Mothers prayers at the Parish Centre during the school 
holidays 22nd December - 2nd February.  

Will resume again on Friday 9th February at 10am. 

Church Cleaning Roster 

Volunteers are required for the following months. Please fill in 
your availability and return to the Parish office. 

January   

February   

March   

April   

May   

June   

DIVINE WILL CONFERENCE  
Speaker: Professor Tony Hickey  
Times: 9.00 – 3.30 pm & 7.00 – 9.00 pm (Mass 9.00 am) 
on  Friday 26th January, and  
 9.00 – 3.30 pm (Mass 9.00 am) and Vigil Mass at  
 6.00 pm on Saturday 27th January 
Venue: Holy Rosary Church 550 Napier St White Hills 
 BENDIGO.  
Tony Hickey, Professor in Sacred Scripture and Theology, 
international presenter and retreat master from Manchester 
UK, will speak on Luisa Piccarreta, the Doctrine of Divine 
Will and the Lord’s Prayer. BYO lunch. Tea & Coffee 
provided.  See parish poster for more information or contact: 
Alison Buman ‘Ph: 0400 543 776 E: 
alisonbuman@yahoo.com.au. 


