
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

7th January, the epiphany of the lord - year b 

 

Next Week’s Readings Samuel 3:3-10,19 Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20 John 1:35-42  

Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia, alleluia! 
  We have seen his star in the East; 
  and have come to adore the Lord. 
  Alleluia! 

Responsorial Psalm   Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  

 Papal Prayer Intentions for January 2018 
Religious Minorities in Asia  That Christians, and other religious minorities in Asian countries, may be able to 
 practice their faith in full freedom.  

 In the simplicity of the nativity scene we encounter and contemplate the tenderness of God which reveals itself in the 
Baby Jesus.  2nd January 

 

The Word Today Isaiah 60:1-6 Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6  Matthew 2:1-12 

SEARCHING FOR THE KING 
There is a legend that says there were not three but four Magi. The 
name of the fourth was Artaban. He too saw the star and decided to 
follow it, taking with him a sapphire, a ruby and a pearl as gifts for 
the new King. His three friends Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar were 
waiting for him at an agreed spot. However, on the way there he 
came upon a man lying wounded by the roadside. He brought the 
man to an inn and had him taken care of. 
When he finally got to the agreed meeting place he found that his 
friends had left. Needing a camel and supplies to get across the 
desert, he sold the sapphire to buy them. When he reached 
Bethlehem, once again he was too late. Joseph and Mary had taken 
the baby and fled into Egypt to escape Herod’s killers. 
In the house where he was staying there was a year-old baby boy. 
The mother feared for the life of her child. One evening soldiers 
came to the door. Artaban went out to meet them. With the ruby he 
bribed the captain not to enter, and the child was saved. The mother 
was overjoyed. Artaban, however, was sad because now he had only 
the pearl left as a gift for the King. 
During the years that followed he searched in many places for the 
King. But he always seemed to be late. Some thirty years later he 
came to Jerusalem. He was now old and weary and dispirited. A 
number of crucifixions were taking place the very day he arrived. He 
was horrified to hear that Jesus was among those who were being 
executed. He hurried towards the hill of execution. Perhaps with the 
pearl he could save his life. 
However, on his way to Calvary he met a girl who was fleeing from a 
band of soldiers. The girl’s father had incurred large debts, and she 
was being sold into slavery. Artaban took out his pearl, gave it to the 
soldiers, and the girl was allowed to go. But now he had to face his 
King empty-handed.  
Just then the sky went dark. An earthquake shook the ground. Houses 
began to rock. Roof tiles began to fly. One of them hit Artaban on the 
head. Mortally wounded he struggled onwards. But he died before 
reaching the hill of execution. He never quite succeeded in catching 
up with his King. 
Yet in a sense Artaban always had his King. All those years he had 
carried him in his heart and mind. The King had inspired in him 
deeds of love and generosity, and had illuminated all his journeying 
with meaning and hope. 
In reality Artaban had found his God, because the person who is 
genuinely searching for God has already found him. Those who 
believe in Christ and who love him are changed; they act and live 
differently. For this reason Artaban can serve as a model of faith. 
Salvation is always a gift from God. God gives it most freely to those 
who, like Artaban, come before him with empty hands and expectant 
hearts. 
 
 

THEY OPENED THEIR TREASURES 
Once the people of a very poor parish set their hearts on 
acquiring an expensive set of figures for their Christmas crib. 
They worked hard to scape together the money to buy the 
figures that were made of rare porcelain. Eventually they had 
their crib. And were they proud of it! 
The church was left open all Christmas day so that people 
could visit the crib. In the evening the parish priest went out to 
lock up. Before doing so he looked in at the crib. To his 
consternation he discovered that the baby Jesus was missing. 
He wondered how anyone could stoop so low as to steal baby 
Jesus. 
As he stood there he spotted a little girl with a small pram 
entering the church. She made straight for the crib. Then she 
took the baby Jesus out of the pram and lovingly put him back 
where he belonged - right in front of Mary and Joseph and the 
adoring donkey and oxen. Before leaving she knelt and said a 
prayer in front of the crib. 
As she was on her way out, the parish priest stopped her and 
asked her what she was doing with the baby Jesus. She told 
him that before Christmas she had prayed to baby Jesus for a 
pram. She promised him that if she got the pram, he would 
have the first ride in it. As she had gotten her pram, she was 
keeping her side of the bargain. 
This little story shows the power of Christmas. Christmas 
evokes generosity in people, especially children. To look at 
the poverty of the infant King of the Universe causes us to 
open our hearts. By coming in weakness, God’s Son evokes in 
us a feeling of compassion, thereby bringing our hearts to life. 
It was the poverty of the child Jesus that evoked that lovely act 
of generosity in the little girl. It was the poverty of Jesus that 
caused the Magi to open our treasures of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh, and lay them before him. 
It has always been the poor who have had to pay homage to 
the rich, through labour, payment of taxes, and so on. But in 
the visit of the Magi to the Christ-child, we see a reversal of 
the established order of things. Here it is the rich who pay 
homage to the poor. It was the first of many radical changes 
Christ would bring about in our world. 
Instead of being impoverished, the Magi were enriched. It is 
through giving that we are enriched, because through giving 
we discover our own riches. 
The poverty of Jesus is a challenge to us too. It gives us an 
opportunity to open our hearts. To open one’s heart is to begin 
to live. Jesus no longer needs our gifts. But other people may. 
He wants us to share ourselves with one another. And we too 
will find ourselves enriched, if as a result of knowing Jesus, 
we are able to open the treasures of our hearts and share with 
others. 
New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy SDB 
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With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders, Nathan Verallo & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Stephen McKindley, 
Emily Reed, 
Kathleen Daly, 
Kevin Bourke, 
Katie Place, 
Kevin Kelly, 
Edmund Quinn, 
Matthew Flynn, 
Shirley Metcalf, 

Dorothy Kelly, 
Carmel McCashney, 
Gordon Robertson, 
Karl Baumann, 
Kathleen Bourke, 
Desmond Park, 
John Skehan, 
Kevin Mahony. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Ted Verryt,  
Mary Furlong,  
Russell Milikins,  
Bryan Keogh,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald, 

Patricia Schultz,  
Marie Casey,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
John Haugh, 
Kevin & Dot Stevens 
Joe Singe 

Maureen O’Keefe,  
Christine Longmire, 
Elaine Walsh, 
Patricia Ennor, 
Alan Surplice, 
Mary Taylor, 
Bert & Angelini 
Caldow 

PARISH MATTERS 

ST PHILOMENA DEVOTIONAL DAY:  
Saturday 13th January 2018. Holy Rosary Church, Hamelin Street 
White Hills. 11am Mass followed by BYO lunch, talks, and devotions 
concluding at 3pm. Further information contact Fr Dell’Avo 5448 4230 

  

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Dear Lord, we pray that this New Year  

will bring us closer to you. 
May we take the time to get to know you. 

Help us to truly celebrate the gifts  
You have graciously given us  

and use them to serve you and spread your word. 
May we also see and love You in all the people we 

meet, so that in turn, they can see you in us. 
We know that all human relations take time  

if they are to grow and deepen.  
This is also true of our relations with you dear Jesus,  

With the Father, and the Holy Spirit,  
which must grow over the course of our lives. 

In this new year, let us realize that every action of 
ours  

no matter how great or small enables  
us to be in touch with you.  

Let us accept you in our lives, in the way it pleases 
you, 

As Truth, to be spoken, as life to be lived, 
As light to be lighted, as love to be followed, 

As joy to be given, as peace to be spread about, 
As sacrifice, to be offered among our relatives, 

friends, neighbors and all people. Amen. 
~ from The Catholic Doors Ministry  

THANK YOU 
Fr Antony and St Liborius parishioners would 
like to express our thanks to all parishioners 
who helped over Christmas. Especially those 

who helped serve lunch on Christmas Day. Also 
to the Bourke family who distributed 

chocolates. 

BAPTISM THIS WEEKEND 
We pray for Harlow Maree Brown and her parents 
Tyler and Aimee as they begin their  journey of faith 
together. May God bless them and their family and 
friends as they celebrate the sacrament of Baptism.  

ST LIBORIUS 150TH CELEBRATIONS  
Our next fundraising event will be held on  
Thursday 8th February at the Bendigo 
Stadium for Dinner at 6pm. St Liborius will get 
a percentage of all monies spent on the night 
Please give your names to Marg Tobias or at 
the Parish Office by Monday 5th February. 
150th Celebrations Committee 

Mass Welcomers  Lectors 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of 

Holy 
Communion 

This 
Weekend 
6.00pm 

K Fitzpatrick 
B Bourke 

1 
2 

J Bretherton 
P Bretherton 

A Trewarne 
B Bourke 

10.30am M Gill 
K Taylor 

1 
2 

D Webb 
T Blanks 

K Waters 
E McDermott 

Next 
Weekend 
6.00pm 

A Kirkwood 
M Jinks 

1 
2 

L Fitzgerald 
B O’Brien 

A O’Brien 
P Singe 

10.30am M Dole 
D Purden 

1 
2 

M Gill 
K Taylor 

T Blanks 
K Waters 

THANK YOU 
Dear friends, 
I thank you sincerely for your generous 
contributions to me personally during the Christmas 
period. I have received a total of $605. I have 
utilised this amount to get a vehicle for a 
missionary Priest in Sangli Mission in Maharasthra, 
India to help with his mission work.  
Fr Antony Joseph 

Church Cleaning Roster 

Volunteers are required for the following months. Please 
fill in your availability and return to the Parish office. 

January  Kathy Waters 

February   

March   

April   

May   

June   

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS CORNER 
Parishioners wish to acknowledge Peg Singe on her recent 

birthday. Happy birthday Peg. 


