
 St Liborius Parish         

VISION:  We, the St Liborius parish Community, seek to support each other  
in growing together in faith and sharing this faith with the wider community. 

St Augustine’s (Myers Flat), St Stephen’s (Raywood) Communities 
Growing 
Together 

25th February, 2017 - second Sunday Of lent, year b 

 

Next Week’s Readings Exodus 20:1-17 Corinthians 1:22-25 John 2:13-25 

Gospel Acclamation    Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
  From the shining cloud, the Father's voice is heard: 
  this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
  Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Responsorial Psalm   I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of the living. 

 Papal Prayer Intentions for February 2018 
Say “No” to Corruption  That those who have material, political or spiritual power may resist any lure of 
 corruption.  

 Only those able to acknowledge their mistakes and ask pardon receive understanding and forgiveness from others.  
17th February 

 

The Word Today Genesis 22:1-2,9-13,15-18 Romans 8:31-34 Mark 9:2-10 

THE MYSTERY OF THE HUMAN FACE 
In the gospel we are told that Jesus was transfigured on Mount Tabor. 
To be transfigured means to be changed utterly. Transfiguration affects 
the whole appearance of a person. But it manifests itself above all in the 
face. St Matthew tells us that on Mount Tabor Jesus’ face shone like the 
sun. 
The face is very important. It is almost synonymous with the person. To 
remember someone is to remember the face. When we forget a person’s 
face, that person becomes a ghost or just a memory. 
It’s amazing the different expressions that can be seen on the human 
face. That’s why faces are such an interesting study. We never tire of 
the human face. 
The face is the part of us that is most revelatory. One of the best effects 
in any good film is the close-up of the face. The face provides us with a 
window into the inner person. 
For instance, if we want to know how a person is feeling all we have to 
do is look at his/her face. The expression on the face will tell us whether 
that person is happy or sad, rested or weary, friendly or hostile. 
Indeed, it’s possible to read a person’s character by studying the face. 
Pablo Picasso said, “A person’s character reveals itself to me at the 
moment I’m groping for the outline of his face.” 
We can take it even further. By looking at a face we can read at least 
part of a person’s biography. In fact, after a certain number of years our 
faces become our biographies. 
All of this was true of Jesus. He had a human face like ours. We don’t 
know exactly what he looked like - which is probably just as well. But 
since he was like us in all things, sin excepted, we can be sure that his 
face showed all the emotions that our faces show - disappointment, 
weariness, sadness, joy, fear, anguish, pain and anger. 
On Mount Tabor the glory of his divinity burst through his humanity so 
that his face shone like the sun. It would be a mistake to think that this 
was the ordinary face of Jesus. It wasn’t. And we must never forget that 
the face that was covered in glory on Mount Tabor was covered in sweat 
and blood on Mount Calvary. 
However, when all is said and done, the human face conceals more than 
it reveals. This was especially true of Jesus. But it is also true in our 
case. Each person remains a mystery. We are made in the image of God. 
We cary the splendour of divinity within us. Our divine greatness as 
well as that of others is hidden from us. 
Like Abraham, we have to live by faith. The faith that assures us that 
behind the most ordinary human face lies a son or daughter of God, a 
brother or a sister of Jesus, bound for eternal glory. 
 
THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC 
Taken at face value, the story of Abraham being asked by God to 
sacrifice his son is a very disturbing story. Most disturbing is the way it 
portrays God. Also disturbing is the way it portrays Abraham; he is 
portrayed as a man of blind faith. However, we must try to understand 
what the story is meant to convey. 
It starts out by seeming to say that God approves of human sacrifice, 
and even on occasion demands it. But its aim is to show the exact 
opposite. Its aim is to show us that human sacrifice is in face abhorrent 
to God. 
What God appears to ask of Abraham is so cruel and unjust that it 
makes us want to cry out: “Stop! This is wrong. This is terrible!” We are 
revolted by the idea of the elderly Abraham being asked by God to 
sacrifice his son Isaac. 

Our sense of revulsion is heighted by the special burden of hope 
that rested on Isaac’s young shoulders - the fulfilment of the 
promise that he would have numerous descendants. 
The aim of the story is to evoke horror at the idea of God 
demanding the sacrifice of human beings. Abraham lived among 
the Canaanites who practiced human sacrifice. There he got the 
idea that God was demanding this deed of him. But God showed 
him otherwise. Far from encouraging human sacrifice, the 
incident actually led to its abandonment. 
Why was Abraham put through so cruel an ordeal? Why was 
Isaac made to suffer such a torment? So that the world would 
know that if anyone tells us, “I’m committing murder in the 
name of God,” we will know he’s a liar. That is the unanimous 
opinion of the Orthodox Jewish tradition. The point of the story 
lies in its end - in the voice from heaven that stopped the trial and 
said: Choose life, not death. 
Sadly, killing in God’s name has been widely practiced down the 
ages. Even in our day there are people who kill for religious 
beliefs, and who think that in doing so they are honouring God. 
The man who shot Yitzhak Rabin in 1995 was a Jewish religious 
fundamentalist. Suicide bombers belonging to al-Qaeda have 
killed innocent men, women and children, chanting “Allah be 
praised!” Paul Hill, who killed a doctor and his bodyguard 
outside a Florida abortion clinic in 1994, was a former 
Presbyterian minister. 
God does not want us to mete out hurt for hurt, life for life. The 
pages of history are stained with the blood spilled by people who 
see themselves as “God’s avengers”. Kings and heads of states 
have killed, claiming God’s authority and God’s blessing on their 
dark deeds. 
This crude and shocking story was meant to show how complete 
was Abraham’s faith in God and obedience to God. So great was 
his faith that he was prepared to sacrifice his dearest possession - 
his own son. 
However, God is not honoured by a fanatical obedience that is 
completely blind. Besides, God will never ask anyone to do 
something that is intrinsically evil, or that goes against one of his 
commandments. 
The story condemns the idea of honouring God by taking a life. 
But Jesus introduced something else - the idea of honouring God 
by giving our lives in the service of God and others. He set the 
example himself. 
Jesus’ life wasn’t taken from him. Nor did the Father demand it 
of him. Jesus gave his life, and gave it willingly. He was the 
Good Shepherd who gave his life for his sheep. “Giving our 
lives’ doesn’t necessarily mean dying. It means spending our 
lives for others.  

ST LIBORIUS MASS TIMES 
Monday to Saturday 6pm Mass 
Friday  9.15am Stations of the Cross 

 & 6pm Mass 
Sunday 9.00am Raywood 
 10.30am Mass 
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With St Liborius, St Stephen & St Augustine, let us be a spiritual benefactor to 
each other in prayer, especially for the health and well-being of: 

Pray for our seminarians:  Dean Klayford Bongat, Adi Indra, 
Jackson Saunders, Nathan Verallo & DJ Suguitan. 

May they rest in the peace of Christ.  Amen. 

In faith and hope let us pray for those who 
have gone before us and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Veronica Reilly, 
Francis Richards, 
Michael McGrath, 
Thomas Pettit, 
Fr Joachim O’Brien, 
Dorothy Osborne, 
Leo Plozza, 
Samuel Malone, 
Lucy Fitzpatrick, 

Monica Geary, 
Joan Benson, 
Alfred Hawkin, 
John Sheppard, 
James Bourke, 
Jeffrey Mitchell, 
Jack Sheridan, 
May Griffin, 
Joan Scott, 

Sydney Maher, 
James Ketterer, 
Leslie Johnson, 
Katherine McGinley. 

Anniversaries: 

Recently Deceased:     

As we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Traditional owners and 
custodians of this land- the Jaara Country we are standing on- the Jaara 
people of the Dja Dja Wurrung community and their forebears who have 
been custodians of this land for centuries. 

Ted Verryt,  
Mary Furlong,  
Russell Milikins,  
Zoey Lovejoy,  
Gerald Smith,  
Len Fitzgerald, 

Patricia Schultz,  
Marie Casey,  
Teresa Brandreth,  
Marianne Cuskelly,  
Mary McAdam,  
Kevin & Dot Stevens 
Joe Singe 

Maureen O’Keefe,  
Christine Longmire, 
Patricia Ennor, 
Alan Surplice, 
Mary Taylor, 
Bert & Angelini 
Caldow 

PARISH MATTERS   

 

 

PRAYER FOR LENT 
To God who listens to our cries 

we pray, 
For those who live  

without hope, 
and for individuals and 

communities who  
nurture hope. 

For those who live with mental 
illness and for those who live 

and work with them. 
For those whose lives are 

marked with sadness,  
and for those who share their 

joy generously. 
For open and generous hearts,  

during this season of Lent. 
God of mercy hear our prayer. 

Amen 

Anyone who wishes to receive communion  
or to meet with Fr Antony  

at any time, please give Fr Antony  
a call on his mobile 0407 708 895. 

WORLD DAY PRAYER: EAGLEHAWK 
The prayer service will be at Eaglehawk Uniting Church, Peg Leg 
Road, Eaglehawk  
When: 2nd March, 2018. 11am. 
Theme:    All God’s Creation is very Good! 

THANK YOU 
Mary, Catherine and Seamus Haugh would like to sincerely 
thank Fr Antony Joseph and the parishioners for the prayers 
said for John. Thank you for the attendance at his mass, and 
all those who did so much to help us, and Trisha Blanks for 
leading the vigil prayers. 

LENT 
During Lent, two masses will be said each day. The 9.15am Mass 
will be preceded by Stations of the Cross. The  6pm Mass will be 
as normal except Friday evening Rosary & Adoration afterwards. 

WOMEN'S BREAKFAST - BENDIGO:  
Date:  3rd of March 
Time:  9 am-11am 
Talk Starts:  9:30 am 
Speaker:  Lauren Hill 
Venue:  The Bridge Hotel, Bendigo 
RSVP:  By 27th of February to Ines via email 
(wbbendigo@gmail.com) or phone 0402378366 
This event is sponsored by FRG Ministry and is open for all women aged 
18+. A teacher and musician hailing from country Victoria, Lauren brings 
tales from her journey together in song. The places, people and lessons 
learned along the way. Breaking open the topic of womanhood, with its 
many gifts and challenges, Lauren will share about discovering the joy of 
sisterhood and the pivotal role it has played in her life of faith. 

CWL REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
When: Wednesday 7th March - Mass at 10am. 
Ladies welcome to come to the Parish Centre on Wednesday after 
Mass at 10am for our Regional Conference. Phil Bretherton will be 
our Guest Speaker and will give us an insight into his new role as 
Director of Mission Integration at St John of God Hospital. Lunch 
will be provided. For catering purposes please give names to 
Elizabeth  McDermott 54438317 or Maureen Bourke 54468821 by 
Wednesday 28th February. 

AFL FOOTY TIPPING 2018 
To provide interest, fun and some funds 
for the parish – we have decided to 
conduct a football tipping competition 
with a difference. Entrance fee $20 for the year, tip all 
rounds in advance. Fixtures are available from Parish 
Office. Our Winner last year took home over $150. 
Season commences Thursday March 22nd so tips need 
to be in before office closes.  

ST LIBORIUS 150TH CELEBRATIONS  
Our next meeting will be held on Monday 26th February 
at 7pm in the Parish Centre. 
150th Celebrations Committee 



  OUR SCHOOL BENDIGO  & DIOCESAN MATTERS 

 “’Here I am!’ he answered.” - Genesis 22:11 
It is easy to say, “Here I am, Lord,” when we are kneeling in church. 
But how easy is it to say “Here I am, Lord,” when a neighbour 
needs our help, when we are invited to join a parish ministry, or 
when we are asked to provide financial support? Often times we are 
called when it’s not convenient for us. Discipleship is not always 
easy, most of the time it will make us uncomfortable and vulnerable. 

POSTPONEMENT: SANDHURST DIOCESE PILGRIMAGE TO 
SACRED DESTINATIONS IN SPAIN 

We haven’t been able to achieve sufficient ‘Expressions of Interest’ to 
confirm the Pilgrimage to Sacred Destinations in Spain for this year. 

This may be explained by current political  unrest in Spain. With this in 
mind it has been decided  to postpone the pilgrimage to 2019 (Adult 

Faith Education Sandhurst) 

ST LIBORIUS SCHOOL 
Dear Parents and Friends,  
I have heard from a number of parents of our 2017 Yr 6 
students say that the students are flourishing in their 
secondary school settings. This can also be said for our 
fantastic Prep children who definitely earn their day off on 
Wednesday’s. Big congratulations to the Anstee family on 
the arrival of Maggie Rose last week. The proud dad dropped 
in and shared photos of Maggie. All home and settled now.  
Lenten Celebrations  - Last Monday the children come 
together for the burning of the ashes in readiness for Ash 
Wednesday. Palms from last year’s Palm Sunday will be 
burnt along with Lenten promises from the children.  
Shrove Tuesday - On Tuesday 13th Feb we celebrated 
Shrove Tuesday with many classes enjoying pancakes in 
their rooms and the Social Justice team attending the launch 
of Project Compassion.  
Ash Wednesday - On Ash Wednesday, St Liborius 
celebrated mass as a community at the 9.15am mass in the 
Liborius Centre. Many families and Parishioners came and 
celebrated with the students and staff.  
Sorry Day - On Tuesday 13th Feb, Australians reflected 
on the 10th anniversary of the symbolic day when our 
Federal Government said sorry for the many injustices that 
have been committed against our indigenous people and 
culture. As Christians in the Catholic tradition we are called 
to understand this more so than perhaps others, as core to our 
sacramental understanding of Reconciliation, see the need to 
make restitution. Thank you to the student Fire Carriers 
whose role is to promote reconciliation and shared this goal 
with all classes as they carried the message stick. Thank you 
to Adele Henderson for the coordination of the day.  
2018 Student Leaders - On Friday the 2018 Student 
Leadership positions were announced to our school 
community. This is an important aspect of our student 
development program and something that the Year 6 students 
strive for. Our Term One, school Captains instantly took up 
the reins and did a beautiful job in running the assembly. The 
Social Justice group represented St Liborius at the launch of 
Project Compassion on Tuesday and the Sports Captains 
have swimming carnivals coming up. We look forward to 
witnessing our young leaders in action throughout the year.  
Dahlia Arts Festival - Eaglehawk is a very proud 
community and one way we show that is through the annual 
Dahlia and Arts Festival. The festival itself runs over 2 
weeks with a number of activities taking place at various 
locations. St Liborius has always been involved in the 
schools relay and the street procession and in more recent 
years taken on a further responsibility as a school community 
in coordinating and running the Dahlia Arts Gala Fair which 
takes place at Canterbury Park. This has been flagged for a 
number of months for families to volunteer their time on this 
day to make the fair a success. Next week a request will be 
sent out from each class for volunteers to coordinate and run 
specific stalls/activities. Your positive response to this 
request is appreciated and needed. As a school community, 
this will be our major fundraising focus for the year so will 
require all hands on deck. Watch this space!  
Catholic Swimming Sports - On Monday 19 Feb, 30 
children will represent St Liborius at the Catholic Swimming 
Sports. the children will leave school at 9.10am and return by 
2.30pm. All the very best to all swimmers.  
School Board Meeting  
Our school Board meet last week and amongst other issues 
will focus on our 2018 Leadership Review and Operational 
plan for 2018 amongst other items. The Board AGM will be 
held on Wednesday 14th March with new members needed. 
Next newsletter nomination forms will be sent out. Please 
consider taking up this role as it very rewarding and essential 
to our school.  
Have a wonderful week,  
Frank Dullard  
Principal  

YOUTH MINISTRY WORKER –  
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF SANDHURST 

Applications are invited from people of varying ages and experience 
for this casual position with the Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst – 
Bendigo. 
A copy of the position description can be obtained from 
www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au.   
Applications to sally.holmes@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  For any 
questions please contact Sally Holmes on Ph 54453617 
Applications close Friday 23 February, 2018. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY - 8 MARCH 2018:  
The theme for International Women’s Day, 8 March, is “Time is Now: 
Rural and urban activists transforming women’s lives”. 
This year, International Women’s Day comes on the heels of unprecedented 
global movement for women’s rights, equality and justice. Sexual 
harassment, violence and discrimination against women has captured 
headlines and public discourse, propelled by a rising determination for 
change.  
International Women’s Day 2018 is an opportunity to transform this 
momentum into action, to empower women in all settings, rural and urban, 
and celebrate the activists who are working relentlessly to claim women’s 
rights and realize their full potential. 
International Women’s Day also draws attention to the rights and activism 
of rural women, who make up over a quarter of the world population and 
majority of the 43 per cent of women in the global agricultural labour force. 
For more information and resources please visit:  
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/1/announcer-iwd-2018-
theme 
https://unwomen.org.au/campaign/international-womens-day-2018/ 
http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/global-poverty-issues/women-and-
development 

MEDJUGORJE PEACE CONFERENCE 
When: Sat 3rd March 9am-4.30pm 
Where: St Mark's Catholic Church, 9 Lee St Fawkner 
Guest Speakers:  Fr Peter Ferwerda, Fr Andrew Grace,  
 Fr Eugene Ashkar, David Parkes,  
 Robert Matek, John Canavan 
Enquiries:  Kathryn-03 9830 5489  John-03 9830 4386 " 

THE JOURNEY CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAM 
4 March 2018 

This week on the Journey, we continue to use the Gospel reflection 
from Wollongong Diocese Lenten program, Sr Hilda talks to us 
softly Wisdom From the Abbey, Marilyn Rodrigues, the Peaceful 
Parent reminds us of Bearing Our Daily Crosses.  We are so very 
lucky to have such talented music artists on our show.  Put it all 
together and you have an inspiring and up lifting show about faith, 
hope, love and life. Tune into Life 105.1 FM Sunday 11am or go to 
www.jcr.org.au  or www.itunes.jcr.org.au  where you can listen 
anytime and subscribe to weekly shows by email. 



 
 

 
 

CONTACT US 
Office Hours: Tue  10.30am-1.00pm 
 Wed/Thu  10.30am-2.30pm Fri  
 10.00am-3.00pm 
Phone:   5446 8235 (Parish Office) 
Address:  50 Panton Street Eaglehawk 3556 
Email:  eaglehawk@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 
Web:    stliboriuscatholicparish.wordpress.com 
Parish Priest: Fr. Antony Joseph 
Mobile:  0407 708 895 
Email  antonypedi@gmail.com 
Parish Secretary:  Tracy Rober ts 
Pastoral Assistant: Michael Nolan 
After Hours (7pm—7am) Emergency   
Catholic Clergy Contact:  0429 371 253 
SCHOOL    Phone: 5446 9172    
Principal:    Frank Dullard   
Deputy:       Alistair Stewart 
Secretary:    Louise O’Connor  
Chaplain:    Louise Trewhella 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
Parish Pastoral Team 

Ex-Officio:  Fr Antony Joseph, Frank 
Dullard. Michael Nolan, John Pallotta,  
Members: Tracey Cole, Chris O’Brien, 
Margaret Watson, Brian Bourke, Anne 
Maree Holden.   

Parish Finance Team 

John Pallotta, Matthew House, Kathy 
Taylor, Tracey Cole. 

Parish Priest Consultant Team: 

Margaret Watson, John Pallotta, Tracey 
Cole, Michael Nolan. 

Planned Giving  David Trewarne 

Parish Liturgy Team    

Parish Sacramental Team   

Denise Webb, Hollie Webster, Jenny 
Chirgwin, Anne Maree Holden, Maree 
Penno, Claire Flood and Trish Blanks 
Catholic Women’s League   

Elizabeth McDermott, Maureen Bourke 

Legion of Mary  Anne O’Brien 

RCIA Team  Tricia Blanks, Brian Bourke, 
Maureen Bourke, Anne-Maree Holden 

Tuesday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Sandie Westaway 

Friday Communion Round   
Co-ordinator:  Liz McDermott 

KSC Community Welfare Project   
Brian Bourke:  5446 8821 

Josephite’s Associates: Margaret Tobias 

Caritas Project Compassion  Brian Bourke 

God Start  Anne O’Brien  

Piety Stall  Michael O’Dea, Anne O’Brien 

Child Safety Brian Bourke, Anne Maree 
Holden 

St Vincent de Paul: 54462585 

  

PLANNED GIVING — Thank You 
COLLECTIONS FOR 18th February 

ENVELOPES:   
LOOSE: 
DIRECT DEBIT: 

$1155.50 TOTAL: 

$659.00 
$233.50 
$263.00 

Mass Welcomers  Lectors 
Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

This Weekend 
6.00pm 

M Weston 
M Jinks 

1st: 
2nd: 

B O’Brien 
M Nolan 

P Singe 
A O’Brien 

10.30am D & P Power 1st:
2nd: 

M Watson 
M Tangey 

E McDermott 
T Blanks 

Next Weekend 
6.00pm 

K Fitzpatrick 
B Bourke 

1st: 
2nd: 

M Bourke 
L Fitzgerald 

J Chirgwin 
A Trewarne 

10.30am M Dole 
D Purden 

1st:
2nd: 

M Gill 
K Taylor 

E McDermott 
T Blanks 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

WEEKLY  

Wise Eaters 

Every Monday at 9.30am.                                      

Walk N Talk                                                         

Every Tuesday at 9.30am.  

Brunch Kitchen 

Every Tuesday at 11.30am (exc school holidays) 

Parish Sacramental Team 

Every Tuesday at 7.00pm 

Mothers Prayer  

Every Friday 10.00am till 11.00 

 

MONTHLY 

Secular Franciscans                                     

Every 2nd Mon of the month at 7.30pm.  

Parish Finance Team Meeting                                                  

Quarterly at 7.00pm. 

Parish Pastoral Team Meeting                                                            

Quarterly at 7.00pm.  

Card making                                                        

Every 2nd Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 

Catholic Women’s League                                                         

Every 4th Wed of the month at 1.30pm. 

BEC Meeting - Group D                                                         

Every 1st Fri of the month at 1.30pm.  

Josephite’s Meeting 

3rd Wed of every 2nd month at 10.30am.   

Bendigo Textile Group 

Every 2nd Sun of the month at 10.00am. 

Contact: Barbara Lomas 0417313760 

Knights of the Southern Cross 

Every 2nd Thu of the month. 

Contact: Brian Bourke 5446 8821 

Filipino Mass 

4th Sunday of the month. 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 

Mon - Tues 9.15am Mass  
Wed 10am Mass 
Thurs - Fri  9.15am Mass 
 6pm Mass 
 (Rosary  & 
 Benediction) 
Mon - Fri 6pm Mass 

P.S. Funeral Mass replaces the Mass of the day     

 
Saturday    9.15am Mass  
                 (St Augustine’s  Myers Flat-  
  followed by brunch)               
    6.00pm (Parish) 
 
Sunday            9.00am  (Raywood) 
                            10.30am (Parish) 
                  
 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation 

Everyday of the week 40mins prior to 
Mass except on Sunday. 

Anointing of the sick  

Please ring parish office. 

Baptisms   

Please call in to the parish 
office for a Baptism kit ($30).   

Baptism preparation is 
conducted on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 7.30pm at St Kilian’s 
Parish Centre. 

Bookings required. Phone 5441 6244. 

Weddings   

Bookings must be made at least six 
months prior. Please ring parish office. 

ROSTERS 

What a Life! 
It is February 22, the third Friday of Lent, and the faithful parishioner stumbles 

through pouring rain past hamburger huts and steak houses into the monastery at 
Mount Angel and requests shelter. He's just in time for dinner and was treated to the 

best fish and chips he's ever had. 
 

After dinner, he goes into the kitchen to thank the chefs. He's met by two brothers, 
"Hello, I'm Brother Michael, and this is Brother Francis." 

 
"I'm very pleased to meet you. I just wanted to thank you for a wonderful dinner. The 

fish and chips were the best I've ever tasted. Out of curiosity, who cooked what?" 
 

Brother Michael replies, "Well, I'm the fish friar." 
The man turns to the other brother and says, "Then you must be . . ." 

"Yes, I'm afraid I'm the chip monk."  


